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Geographical places and spaces have different values depending on their
location, characteristics and structural and functional elements. Based on this,
today the role and importance of the sea in the economy is undeniable, because
its direct connection with the needs and capabilities of the interests of the sea-
owning countries is important, and the maritime policies of these countries are
formed based on these interests. Therefore, sea-oriented development is an
exceptional opportunity for the increasing growth and development of coastal
areas, especially Hormozgan province. The current research is looking for an
answer to the question of what will be the geo-economic drivers of the
development of Hormozgan province with the approach of sea-oriented
economy. The research method in this project is a mixed method (quantitative-
qualitative). Data analysis was done through MICMAC software.The findings
show that the GE7 index (presence and attraction of domestic and foreign
investors) is in the first rank of direct and indirect influence. The GES8 index
(free zones, ports and customs) is in the second rank of direct and indirect
influence. GE9 index (island capacities of the province) is ranked third in direct
influence and fourth in indirect influence. The GE10 index (significant amount
of export, unloading and loading of goods) is in the fourth rank of direct
influence and the third rank of indirect influence. The GE6 index (marine, rail,
air and road infrastructures) is in the fifth rank of direct and indirect influence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The analysis of economic strategies applied
by governments without considering
commercial profit is called geo-economics
(Padesh, 1400). In fact, geoeconomics
consists of: geography, power and economy,
which examines the relationship between
power, geography and economy in order to
gain the power of governments (Amiri,
1401). For this purpose, governments can
control the main economic sectors as well as
production resources under their control and
strengthen economic powers and economic
activities. In fact, geoeconomics
economically brings the subject of economics
into the world economy scene. The talk of
geo-economy is raised when the competition
between powers is raised on the economic
issue in order to remove the economic
boundaries  (Visi, 2016).  Therefore,
geoeconomics  examines the relations
between space and power, whose borders are
always potential and their borders are
evolving. Controlling territories and gaining
power is not the main goal of geo-economy,
but its goal is to gain control over commerce
and technology, which ultimately creates a
new form of hegemony in the form of
economic power and at the international level
(Ezzati, 2010). Throughout the history of a
country, its economy shows its ability to
manage its own situation, and if it uses all its
capacities, it has a superior economy (Suri,
2016). The sea is a source of wealth for
countries that have access to open waters and
is considered a distinguishing feature against
landlocked countries. The benefit of
maritime and coastal capacities is the
increase of GDP and employment rate
(Csurgai, 2018). Economic activity in the
seas is expanding rapidly, mainly driven by
changes in global population, economic
growth, trade and rising income levels,
climate and environment, and technology. In
order to deal with possible future changes,
the necessity of strategic planning and future
research in order to pay attention to rapid
environmental changes and the resulting
uncertainty is becoming more and more
apparent (Amjadi, 2015). Meanwhile,
Hormozgan province is one of the 31
provinces of Iran, which has a unique status.

Currently, this province consists of 13
counties, 23 cities, 33 districts and 71
villages, as well as 14 islands, and it has
unique features in terms of political
organization of space (Mousavi et al., 1401).
Hormozgan province has 184 km of coastline
and has 28% of the country's coast. It has
also been known as the sea gate of the
Middle East for a long time and its largest
port in the city of Bandar Abbas in the
Persian Gulf basin is very important
politically and economically. Sea-oriented
development is an exceptional opportunity
for the increasing growth and development of
coastal areas, especially = Hormozgan
province. . Therefore, with the favorable geo-
economic drivers that Hormozgan has in the
area of coasts and seas, this province can be a
reference among coastal provinces in the
field of sea-oriented economy. Based on this,
in this research, an attempt is made to
identify the sea-oriented geo-economic
drivers of Hormozgan province with a future
research approach, so that based on that, the
prosperous development in this province and
then at the national level can be determined.

Methodology

The method of the current research is a
mixed method (quantitative-qualitative) and
is of the type of objective among applied
research. The nature of the present research
is exploratory. Exploration in the sense that it
seeks to identify the drivers of the geo-
economy of Hormozgan province. In the way
of collecting information and data, library,
historical, documentary methods and
searching in electronic databases have been
used. In order to collect data and information
for analysis, a researcher-made questionnaire
was used in field collection. In order to
answer the research question, its indicators
have been extracted with the help of a multi-
stage interview with 10 elites and experts and
an elite panel and refined based on structural
analysis. Drawing the future is based on these
indicators. Therefore, the Delphi method has
been wused to screen these indicators.
Structural analysis in this question has been
done with the help of MICMAC software,
and the presented future is also exploratory in
terms of typology.
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Results and Discussion

In this research, after identifying geo-
economic drivers through interviews with
elites and the Delphi method, then through
the MICMAC software, the matrix of cross
effects was formed using the opinion of elites
and executive directors, and by giving points
to the desired components according to their
influence and effectiveness, points were
given from 0 to 3. Therefore, in the analysis,
the dimensions of the matrix in the Micmac
software are 19x19 and the number of
repetitions is considered 2 times. Also, the
influence of each of the variables of the
vertical column (influential) on the horizontal
column (influential) has been investigated.
The matrix filling index is also 80.60%,
which indicates that more than 86% of cases
have influenced each other. from a total of
346 relationships; 70 relationships have cross
effects (0), 106 relationships have cross
effects (1), 114 relationships have cross
effects (2) and 71 relationships have cross
effects (3). These results indicate that the
number of relationships with medium and
low impact is more than other relationships,
and relationships with low intensity form a
small percentage of the total relationships.
Based on the statistical indicators, the matrix
of this research has 100% desirability and
optimization in the influencing section and
97% in the influencing section, which
indicates the high wvalidity of the
questionnaire and its answers. In the
structural analysis matrix, the sum of the
numbers of the rows of each variable shows
the degree of influence and the sum of the
columns of each variable shows the degree of
influence of that variable. According to the
analytical results of this matrix, "the presence
and attraction of domestic and foreign
investors, neighboring countries of the
southern Persian Gulf, gas resources" have
the most influence and '"the level of
cultivation of agricultural, agricultural and
horticultural products, the development of
processing industries and marine products,
handicrafts" have the least influence on the
geo-economic status of Hormozgan province.
Also, "the presence and attraction of
domestic and foreign investors, free zones,
ports and customs, island capacities of the
province, the significant amount of exports,
unloading and loading of goods" have the
most influence and "the area under

cultivation of agricultural, agricultural and
horticultural products, mines and fishing
industries”" have the least influence on the
geo-economic status of Hormozgan province.
In the next step, the stability and instability
of the system is analyzed to obtain the key
drivers. At this stage, as explained, the way
the variables are distributed determines the
state of stability and instability of the system.

Conclusion

The present research was conducted with the
aim of identifying the geo-economic drivers
of Hormozgan province with the security of
the sea-oriented economy. Based on the
results obtained from the structural analysis
software in MICMAC, 19 factors were
selected as geo-economic drivers. These
drivers, in order of priority, include (presence
and attraction of domestic and foreign
investors, free zones, ports and customs,
island capacities of the province, significant
amount of exports, unloading and loading of
goods, marine, rail, air and road
infrastructures, proximity to the southern
countries of the Persian Gulf, machine
industries, the role of the province in
international corridors, geotourism and
marine tourism attractions, access to open
waters and bordersLong, oil resources, gas
resources, aluminum and steel production,
development of processing industries and
marine products, modern refineries; The
production of gasoline and diesel and other
fuels, crafts, mines, fishing industries, the
area under cultivation of agricultural,
agricultural and horticultural products) were
found as the most influential drivers of geo-
economics. In sum, the sustainable
development of Hormozgan province with a
sea-oriented economy approach requires a
multilateral and coordinated approach in
which the geo-economic drivers are
effectively managed and the existing
challenges are answered. Hormozgan's
strategic location in the Strait of Hormuz and
its proximity to regional markets provide
unique opportunities for economic growth.
But over-reliance on natural resources,
especially oil and gas, can be
vulnerableincrease the economy. Therefore,
economic diversification through investment
in marine industries, tourism, fisheries and
renewable energy is vital.
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To make this happen, massive investment in
infrastructure, especially in the port,
transport, energy and desalination sectors, is
necessary. At the same time, it is necessary to
pay attention to environmental issues and
sustainable management of natural resources
to maintain the long-term sustainability of
this development. Without protecting the
marine and coastal environment, important
parts of Hormozgan's economy, such as
tourism and fisheries, will become
vulnerable. Also, the development of
specialized manpower through education and
training of skilled labor in marine and related
industries plays an important role in
increasing the productivity and
competitiveness of the economy Hormozgan
plays. Promotion of diplomatic relations and
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