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Communicable diseases, as one of the serious challenges of public health, have
widespread impacts on society and national security, and have increased the need
for special attention to the responsibilities of governments in managing these
crises. In this article, the executive responsibility of the Islamic government in the
field of preventing and treating communicable diseases and compensating for the
losses caused by them is examined with a jurisprudential approach. First, the
jurisprudential foundations related to protecting the life and health of society,
including Quranic evidence, authenticity, and jurisprudential rules such as
harmlessness, are explained, then the executive duties of the government in the
areas of prevention, treatment, and compensation are analyzed. The findings of this
research show that the Islamic government has an important and extensive duty in
protecting public health, and the implementation of these responsibilities must be
accompanied by respect for individual and social rights. Finally, this article helps
to strengthen the role of the government in combating communicable diseases by
providing practical suggestions for strengthening health policies based on
jurisprudential teachings. Imami jurisprudence, government responsibility,
infectious diseases, public health, do no harm rule
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the contemporary world, communicable
diseases, characterized by rapid transmission
and multifaceted impacts on public health,
national security, economic stability, and
social order, present a fundamental challenge
to governance. While various studies have
examined the jurisprudential and legal
dimensions of infectious disease transmission,
individual liability, and family
responsibilities, the specific executive
responsibility of the Islamic government—
encompassing prevention, treatment, and
compensation for damages arising from such
diseases—remains insufficiently and
systematically analyzed within Imamiyyah
jurisprudence. This gap becomes critical
given that the principles of preserving human
life, preventing harm (the 12 darar rule), and
securing public welfare are central objectives
of Islamic law, imposing a binding religious
and rational duty on the state to act decisively.
However, the implementation of
governmental measures, including quarantine,
vaccination, movement restrictions, and
economic support, must be balanced against
individual rights, human dignity, and social
justice. Therefore, this study seeks to address
the following core problem: What is the
precise scope and nature of the government's
executive responsibility toward contagious
diseases from the perspective of Imamiyyah
jurisprudence, and how can its geopolitical
dimensions—including international
cooperation, cross-border health threats, and
the equitable distribution of resources—be
articulated within a coherent jurisprudential
and legal framework?

Methodology

The research method of this study is descriptive-
analytical and adopts an ijtihad-based
(jurisprudential) approach, utilizing library-based
data collection from both primary Islamic
sources—including the Holy Quran, hadith
collections such as Al-Kafi, Man La Yahduruhu
al-Fagih, and Wasa'il al-Shi'a, as well as
jurisprudential works like Al-Muwafagat and
Rasa'il Fighiyyah—and secondary sources,

including legal documents such as Iran's Patient
Rights Protection Law (2007), academic texts on
public law and administrative law, and
international guidelines from the World Health
Organization (WHO). The qualitative data
analysis is conducted through legal reasoning
(istinbat) and the systematic application of
established jurisprudential rules, particularly the
rule of La Darar (no harm), the principle of
preserving human life, and the concept of public
interest (maslahah), while also incorporating
comparative analysis of international experiences
to address the geopolitical dimensions. By
integrating religious legal principles with
executive  requirements, the  research
systematically categorizes governmental duties
into three main domains—prevention, treatment,
and compensation for damages arising from the
spread of communicable diseases—to provide a
coherent jurisprudential and legal framework for
governmental responsibility.

Results and Conclusion

The findings confirm that from the perspective of
Imamiyyah  jurisprudence, the Islamic
government has a comprehensive executive
responsibility toward communicable diseases
across three domains: prevention (awareness,
restrictions, vaccination, international
cooperation), treatment (medicines, staff,
equitable  access, patient rights), and
compensation (financial support for affected
individuals, families, and businesses). These
duties are firmly grounded in the Qur'an, the
hadith "La Darar" (no harm), and the
jurisprudential rule al-Darar yuzal (harm must be
removed). Key challenges include balancing
individual rights with public health, ensuring
public cooperation, government accountability,
and infrastructure development. Geopolitically,
international cooperation is justified under
principles of public interest (al-masalih al-
mursalah) and necessity (al-darfirat tubih al-
mahzirat). The conclusion affirms that
governmental responsibility toward infectious
diseases is a binding religious, legal, and social
duty requiring coordinated action to preserve
public health, reduce mortality, prevent economic
collapse, and realize justice and human dignity in
Islamic law.
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