viii

Geography and Regional Planning

ISSN (Print): 2783-2112 - ISSN (Online): 2228-6462

Iranian Association

of Geopolitical

Homepage: https://www.jgeoqeshm.ir/

Collective construction of the concept of architectural eclecticism
at geographical scales with emphasis on actor-network theory

Reza Oryaninezhad!(”, Sara Zarnegarzadeh shirazi>4

2

1. Department of Architecture, Ha. c., Islamic Azad University, Hamedan, Iran. Email: r.oryaninezhad@iau.ac.ir
2. Department of Architecture, Ha. c., Islamic Azad University, Hamedan, Iran. Email: sara.zarnegar@iau.ac.ir

ARTICLEINFO

Abstract

Article type:
Research Paper

Article history:
Received: December 8§,
2025

Revised: February 1, 2026
Accepted: June 15, 2026
Published: June 15, 2026

Keywords:

Intuition
Transdisciplinarity
Eclecticism Network
Actor Theory Conflict
.Mapping

The development of society has increased the semantic load of various
professional concepts and led to ambiguity in their interpretation. With
the increasing comprehensiveness of the exchange of human actions, this
uncertainty in interpretation has become a common phenomenon in
various fields. In the field of architecture, the architect's excessive
emphasis on experience and intuitive creativity has led to a judgment
based on his personal experience in dealing with ambiguous concepts. In
addition, the logical readability of the "black box" objectives in the
professional field has become difficult for other specialized disciplines
and the general public. "Eclecticism" is a divisive architectural concept
that has emerged from cultural exchange. The aim of this research is to
develop a tool that can, in line with the Sixth National Development Plan,
produce science (by developing a sociological research approach in the
field of architecture to transform complex and ambiguous concepts into
simple ones) that provides a new, clear, comprehensive, and
transdisciplinary look at the characteristics of architectural eclecticism in
order to answer these two research questions: 1) How can a method be
developed that can express complex architectural concepts clearly and
comprehensively? 2) How is the contemporary interpretation of
eclecticism related to the social development of societies? The research
hypothesis is that eclectic architecture has not disappeared, but has
continued as an abstract and non-objective expression, and with the
increase in the degree of social development, tangible and explicit
eclectic characteristics move towards more implicit and abstract ones.
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Introduction

The increasing complexity of contemporary
society, characterized by intensified human
interactions and transcultural exchanges, has
created significant ambiguity in the
interpretation of key professional concepts,
particularly within the field of architecture.
This issue is exacerbated by the profession's
heavy reliance on the architect's individual
intuition and experience, which often leads to
subjective and non-systematic judgments
when faced with complex and multifaceted
notions. Furthermore, this reliance on
subjective interpretation creates a "black box"
effect, hindering logical readability and
effective interdisciplinary collaboration for
both specialists and the public. A prime
example of this conceptual ambiguity is
"eclecticism" in architecture. Traditional
views often dismiss it as a defunct, revivalist
style, yet it continues to evolve into more
abstract and implicit forms. The core problem,
therefore, 1s the lack of a clear,
comprehensive, and transdisciplinary
framework to deconstruct and interpret such
evolving architectural concepts. This study
aims to address this gap by developing a
methodological tool, grounded in the
sociology of science (specifically, Actor-
Network Theory and controversy mapping),
to visually and logically translate the complex
and ambiguous characteristics of architectural
eclecticism, thereby aligning with national
development goals that promote the
production of clear and applicable scientific
knowledge.

Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods
(qualitative-quantitative) approach, grounded
in Bruno Latour's Actor-Network Theory
(ANT) and its pedagogical tool, controversy
mapping, to deconstruct the ambiguous
concept of architectural eclecticism. The
methodological framework is structured as a
cyclical process of "modeling-intuitive
evaluation-critical reflection." Initially, a
bibliometric analysis is conducted using
digital tools like VOSviewer for co-
occurrence mapping, Factiva for data
collection, and Navvoo for content analysis to

extract and model the core "eclectic
characteristics" from a corpus of architectural
literature (1978-2025). This process yields a
visual translation of the concept, identifying
key features such as pluralism, historicism,
and symbolism. Subsequently, to validate
these models, an intuitive evaluation is
performed using a purpose-designed "Critique
Table." This table acts as an observation tool
to test the identified characteristics against a
comparative case study analysis of micro and
macro examples of classical and postmodern
eclectic architecture from Iran and China. By
juxtaposing the abstract model (indirect
experience) with direct, phenomenological
observation of built examples, this method
ensures that the final contemporary
interpretation of eclecticism is not only data-
driven but also grounded in real-world,
contextual, and temporal specificity, thereby
enhancing its accuracy and relevance as a
transdisciplinary tool.

Results and Discussion

The research findings confirm the initial
hypothesis that eclectic architecture has not
disappeared but has evolved into more
abstract and implicit expressions, directly
correlating with  societal development.
Through the visual model and its validation
via the critique table, the study successfully
deconstructs the ambiguous concept of
eclecticism, identifying it as a design concept
comprising six core characteristics: pluralism,
historicism, elitism, ornamentation,
innovation, and symbolism. The comparative
case study analysis of Iranian and Chinese
architectural examples reveals a clear pattern:
as the degree of social development increases,
the tangible and explicit eclectic features
progressively shift towards the implicit,
abstract, and fragmented. For instance, the
works of .M. Pei in China (Fragrant Hill
Hotel) and Hong Kong (Bank of China
Tower) demonstrate a transition from concrete
cultural references to highly abstract structural
symbolism, a pattern similarly observed in the
works of Iranian architect Hossein Sheikh
Zein al-Din. The discussion underscores that
eclectic architects, unlike the rigid application
of standardized patterns, operate based on a
synthesis of rationality and intuition,
simultaneously responding to their own
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creative vision and the prevailing social needs

and emotions of their society. Ultimately, this
research not only provides a clear,
contemporary, and transdisciplinary
interpretation of architectural eclecticism but
also validates the effectiveness of controversy
mapping as a powerful methodological tool
for translating complex architectural concepts
into an accessible and comprehensible
framework

Conclusion

This research concludes that the concept of
"eclecticism in architecture" can be
interpreted as a dynamic design framework
encompassing Six fundamental
characteristics-pluralism, historicism, elitism,
ornamentation, innovation, and symbolism-
which remain fluid and evolve alongside
societal development. The study successfully
validates its hypothesis, demonstrating that
eclectic architecture persists not as a defunct
classical style but as an abstract, non-objective
expression that becomes increasingly implicit
with higher degrees of social development.
Through the novel integration of Actor-
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