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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Article type: The aim of this research is to conceptually explain the phenomenon of Iranian
Research Paper ethnic territorialism and analyze its impact on national cohesion, focusing on the
study of Kurdish regions of Iran. The research question is how "ethnic
territorialism" can be compatible with the concept of "national unity and
cohesion" in a single geopolitical context, while maintaining diversity and

Article history: regional identities. The research method in this research is descriptive-analytical
Received: March 30,2026 | and focuses on analyzing the content of relevant documents, theories, and
Revised: April 30, 2026 qualitative data with an interdisciplinary approach (a combination of political

Accepted: June 15, 2026 science, political geography, and sociology). The theoretical foundations of the
Published: June 15, 2026 research are based on two seemingly contradictory concepts, namely pluralism
and national convergence/cohesion. The research findings show that the concept
of ethnic territorialism does not necessarily mean separatism or divergence, but
is mainly rooted in identity, economic, and political demands at regional levels.
In the context of Iranian Kurdistan, territorialism does not manifest itself in a
separatist form, but rather in the form of demands for effective political
participation, balanced regional development, and the recognition of cultural-
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Iranian Kurdistan civil rights. The main conclusion is that the successful management of
1dent1‘€y demands civil territorialism is possible not by eliminating local identities but by adopting a
pluralism pluralistic civic approach. This approach involves strengthening mechanisms for

equitable resource distribution, structural decentralization, and the creation of
legitimate channels for the expression of ethnic demands.will not only help to
reduce ethno-state divisions, but will also lead to the consolidation and
deepening of national cohesion by strengthening an inclusive Iranian identity.
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Introduction

The central problem this research addresses is
the conceptual and practical ambiguity
surrounding ethnic territorialism in Iran,
specifically within its Kurdish regions, and its
perceived threat to national cohesion. While
Iranian history and political discourse have
predominantly framed ethnic territorial
demands as inherently separatist and
destabilizing, a closer examination reveals a
more nuanced reality: these demands often
manifest as calls for cultural recognition,
political participation, and socio-economic
justice rather than outright secession. The
critical gap lies in the absence of a
comprehensive, multidisciplinary framework
that can accurately decipher the motivations
behind Kurdish territorialism, differentiate
between centrifugal and centripetal forces,
and evaluate how state policies-ranging from
centralized governance to security-driven
approaches-have historically shaped, and
been shaped by, these ethnic dynamics. This
study therefore seeks to systematically
analyze the underlying causes, historical
trajectories, and geopolitical dimensions of
territorialism in Iranian Kurdistan, with the
ultimate goal of identifying governance
models that can reconcile ethnic diversity with
national unity, thereby transforming a
potential source of fragmentation into an
opportunity for reinforcing a more inclusive
and resilient Iranian national identity.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology with a multidisciplinary
approach, integrating theoretical frameworks
and analytical tools from political science,
political geography, and sociology to provide
a comprehensive examination of ethnic
territorialism in Iranian Kurdistan. The study
is fundamentally qualitative in nature, relying
on systematic content analysis of historical
documents, scholarly literature, geopolitical
reports, and relevant theoretical writings to
construct a nuanced understanding of the
phenomenon. Data collection involves the
critical review of primary and secondary
sources, including historical chronicles,
governmental records, academic publications,

and international reports on Kurdish affairs,
while the analytical framework draws upon
key concepts such as civic pluralism, national
cohesion, center-periphery dynamics, and
geopolitical theory. The research
methodology also incorporates a historical-
institutional approach to trace the evolution of
Kurdish territorial demands across different
political eras-from the Qajar and Pahlavi
dynasties to the post-Islamic Revolution
period-and employs a futures-oriented
analytical lens to assess potential scenarios for
managing ethnic diversity. Given the
complexity and sensitivity of the subject
matter, this study prioritizes depth of
interpretation over statistical generalization,
aiming to provide a robust conceptual and
theoretical foundation that can inform policy-
relevant recommendations for strengthening
national cohesion while respecting ethnic
pluralism.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research reveal that ethnic
territorialism in Iranian Kurdistan is a
multifaceted phenomenon driven by an
intricate interplay of historical, cultural,
socioeconomic, and geopolitical factors,
rather than a monolithic separatist movement.
The analysis demonstrates that Kurdish
territorial demands are predominantly
articulated as claims for cultural recognition
(including linguistic rights and preservation of
traditions), equitable economic development,
and meaningful political participation within
the existing national framework, with outright
secessionist aspirations remaining marginal
and historically contingent upon periods of
central state weakness. A critical finding is the
dialectical relationship between state policies
and ethnic  mobilization:  centralized
governance, economic marginalization, and
security-oriented approaches have
paradoxically functioned as catalysts for
reinforcing  ethnic  consciousness  and
grievances, effectively transforming the state
into an inadvertent architect of the very
centrifugal tendencies it seeks to contain. The
discussion further underscores that the
geographical characteristics of Kurdish
regions—including their mountainous terrain,
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borderland positioning, and transboundary
connections with Kurdish populations in Iraq,
Turkey, and Syria—significantly amplify the
geopolitical sensitivity of these demands,
rendering them susceptible to regional and
international manipulation. Importantly, the
research establishes that historical memory of
past autonomy (such as the Mahabad
Republic), coupled with the contemporary
model of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, has
created a powerful "demonstration effect" that
shifts Kurdish aspirations from abstract ideals
to tangible possibilities. However, the
analysis also highlights that these territorialist
impulses are not inherently incompatible with
Iranian national identity; rather, they coexist
with strong sentiments of Iranian ship among
Kurds, suggesting that national cohesion can
be strengthened through a paradigm shift from
homogenization to civic pluralism. The
discussion  concludes that sustainable
management of ethnic territorialism requires
moving beyond security-dominated responses
toward a comprehensive strategy
encompassing structural decentralization, fair
redistribution of resources, institutionalization
of ethnic representation, and genuine cultural
recognition—a framework that not only
mitigates centrifugal pressures but also
enriches and reinforces the broader Iranian
national fabric through the active inclusion of
its diverse ethnic components.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this research demonstrates that
ethnic territorialism in Iranian Kurdistan is a
complex, multidimensional phenomenon that
cannot be reduced to simplistic narratives of
separatism or security threats, but must
instead be understood as a legitimate
expression of identity-based demands for
cultural recognition, political participation,
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and socio-economic justice within the existing
national framework. The study unequivocally
establishes that the root causes of Kurdish
territorial aspirations are deeply embedded in
historical memories of autonomy, structural
economic  marginalization,  centralized
governance, and the geopolitical dynamics of
the broader Kurdish regions across national
borders, all of which interact in a non-linear
manner to shape contemporary grievances and
mobilizations. Crucially, the findings reveal
that Kurdish identity and Iranian national
identity are not mutually exclusive; rather,
they coexist and can be mutually reinforcing
when  state policies move beyond
homogenization toward inclusive governance
models that embrace ethnic diversity as a
national asset rather than a liability. The
analysis underscores that the future trajectory
of ethnic territorialism in Iran is not
predetermined but remains contingent upon
strategic choices made by the central state,
with three possible scenarios ranging from
intensified conflict to peaceful coexistence,
depending on whether the state adopts
security-dominated approaches or transitions
toward  structural reforms, equitable
development, and meaningful ethnic
representation. Ultimately, this research posits
that sustainable national cohesion in a multi-
ethnic society like Iran cannot be achieved
through the suppression or elimination of
ethnic identities, but through a paradigmatic
shift toward civic pluralism-a framework that
recognizes ethnic diversity as an integral
component of Iranian national heritage and
transforms  territorialist impulses from
centrifugal threats into centripetal forces that
strengthen, rather than weaken, the unity and
resilience of the nation-state.
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