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With the growth of population in any society, the issue of product selection and
consumption gains increasing significance. In Iranian cities as well, parallel to
the quantitative expansion and diversification of residential buildings as cultural
and artistic products, both the type of aesthetics employed by architects in
producing these buildings and the manner in which they are selected and
consumed by different social classes have acquired particular importance. Given
that, in the process of producing, selecting, and consuming architectural
products, there is a persistent misalignment and discrepancy between architects’
tastes and the aesthetic preferences of various social strata, mutual understanding
of the aesthetic tastes of laypeople as consumers and architects as producers of
this product is fundamentally necessary. The aim of this study is to identify the
factors influencing the taste and aesthetic choices of individuals in society in the
production and selection of architectural products as cultural and artistic
commodities. This research is qualitative in nature; data have been collected
through library-based methods and, using a combined approach of systematic
review and thematic analysis, concepts and components related to taste,
aesthetics, and consumption have been extracted based on sociological,
psychological, and interpretive paradigms and subsequently analyzed to derive
the final model. the results of this research have identified the relation and taste
of the whole people (in both groups people and architects) in selecting the
product of architecture in three categories: "general taste", "normal taste" and
"pure taste"
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Introduction

Drawing on Will Durant’s observation that
“history is a book one must always begin in
the middle,” this study addresses a central
problem in understanding Iranian culture and
civilization: why Iranian society often appears
insufficiently aligned with the rapid political,
social, and cultural transformations of the
modern world. Rather than interpreting this
condition as resistance to change or a deficit
of modernity, the research problematizes such
assumptions by focusing on the deep
historical experience, distinctive geographical
position, and long-term civilizational logic of
Iran. The core question is how the duality of
geography and culture has contributed to the
formation of a specific Iranian cultural trait-
resilience-in the face of political, social,
economic, and cultural risks, particularly
repeated external invasions. By examining
this resilience as a product of historical
continuity and adaptive cultural reproduction,
the study seeks to deepen historical self-
awareness of Iranian society and to offer a
more nuanced framework for rethinking the
polarized debates between tradition and
modernity ~ within  Iranian intellectual
discourse.

Methodology

The research is fundamental in nature. Data
are collected through a library-based method,
including books, academic journals, and
online sources. The methodological approach
governing the study is descriptive-analytical.
Within the conceptual framework of
“geography,” “culture,” and “resilience,” the
study seeks to examine and analyze the
relationship and interplay between geography
and Iranian culture.

Results and Discussion

This study argues that Iranian resilience and
civilizational continuity emerge from an
organic interconnection between Iranian
wisdom, the cultural capacity to absorb
external domination, the deep bond between
land and identity, and the political
organization of space within Iran’s unique
arid geography. Iranian wisdom-rooted in
historical experience, geography, language,
literature, and philosophy-has functioned as a
key adaptive mechanism, enabling society to
endure foreign invasions not through passive

resistance but through cultural digestion and
selective appropriation, as seen in the
historical transformation of conquerors such
as Arabs, Turks, and Mongols within Iranian
cultural frameworks. The intimate linkage
between land, religion, identity, and historical
memory has further reinforced a powerful
sense of territorial continuity, while chronic
water scarcity and environmental constraints
have shaped collective cooperation, strong
governance structures, and a cautious attitude
toward rapid change. Together, these factors
have produced a distinctive worldview that
prioritizes continuity, balance, and long-term
adaptation over abrupt transformation.
Consequently, modernity-like earlier external
influences-is not rejected but gradually
absorbed and rearticulated within Iran’s deep
civilizational foundations, rendering
simplistic binaries of tradition versus
modernity analytically insufficient for
understanding Iranian society.

Conclusion

Arriving at divergent conclusions from the
same data is largely rooted in the interpretive
lenses and methodological orientations
adopted by researchers, often shaped by
external intellectual frameworks, a dynamic
clearly evident in the present study. When
identical findings are interpreted through
orientalist perspectives-such as theories of
Oriental Despotism or the Asiatic Mode of
Production-Iran’s arid geography, recurrent
foreign invasions, and resulting insecurity are
taken to explain a rigid resistance to political,
social, and cultural change and an alleged
incapacity to accommodate modernity. This
research, however, advances an alternative
reading: these same historical and
geographical conditions have cultivated a
culturally embedded prudence toward rapid
structural change, grounded in religious
worldviews, agrarian and pastoral modes of
life, and a long experience of negotiating a
harsh natural environment. Rather than
signaling stagnation, this orientation has
enabled Iranian society to approach
transformation with patience and deliberation,
repeatedly absorbing and reconstituting
external cultures within its own deep
civilizational matrix. Like the Persian carpet-
whose beauty intensifies through wear and
washing-Iranian civilization has historically
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renewed itself through crisis, drawing creative
strength from pressure and adversity. From
the engineering and social ingenuity of ganat
systems to artistic and cultural production that
achieves global significance precisely by
remaining faithful to local authenticity,
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