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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Article type: This article aims to investigate the realization of the components of
Research Paper political development from the perspective of Imam Khomeini (RA) in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, using a qualitative method and library
resources. After extracting 7 components regarding political development
in Imam Khomeini's political thoughts, including: 1. Religious

?g;g: dl:u];te(;?r;:ber 24, democracy, 2. Political participation, 3. Justice and equality of humans,
2025 4. Freedom, 5. Rule of law, 6. Parties and factions, 7. Press and media,
Revised: April 26, 2026 their realization and non-realization in Iran after the Islamic Revolution

Accepted: June 16, 2026 were studied and it was determined that none of the desired indicators
Published: June 16,2026 | haye been fully realized in the Islamic Republic. Therefore, the reasons
for their non-fulfillment were examined, and the most important reason
for the non-fulfillment of the other indicators was determined to be
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Political Development interests over the interests of the country and the system by the extremist
Political Thought Imam | and hardline sections of both ruling factions of the country, as well as the

Khomeini Islamic interference of the military in all cultural, political, social, economic,

Republic of Iran political, etc. areas. Finally, suggestions were presented for the complete
realization of the political components in Imam Khomeini's political
thoughts.
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Introduction

The Islamic Republic of Iran was established
based on Imam Khomeini's political thought,
which embodies specific ideals regarding
political development. However, there
remains a significant gap between these ideals
and their actual realization in post-
revolutionary Iran. While Imam Khomeini
emphasized key components of political
development—including religious
democracy, political participation, justice and
equality, freedom, rule of law, political parties
and factions, and a free press—the extent to
which  these principles have been
implemented in practice remains unclear. This
study seeks to investigate the degree of
fulfillment of these seven indicators within
Iran's political system since the 1979
revolution, to identify the underlying causes
of their incomplete realization, and to propose
practical strategies for bridging the gap
between Imam Khomeini's political vision
and the current state of political development
in the country.

Methodology

This research is a qualitative study conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method. Data
and information required for this study were
collected through library and documentary
research, utilizing note-taking (fiching) as the
primary data-gathering tool. The sources
included Imam Khomeini's written works, as
well as his oral statements that have been
transcribed and published. The most
significant sources consulted were the book
"Wilayat al-Faqih" (Islamic Government) and
the collection of his speeches and interviews
compiled in "Sahifeh-ye Nour" (The Book of
Light). The analysis and examination of the
collected data were carried out through
reasoned and analytical methods (i.e.,
qualitative content analysis and logical
inference).

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study reveal that none of
the seven indicators of political development
derived from Imam Khomeini's political
thought—mamely, religious  democracy,
political participation, justice and equality,

freedom, rule of law, political parties and
factions, and press and media—have been
fully realized in the Islamic Republic of Iran
since the 1979 revolution. While each of these
components has been partially addressed in
constitutional  provisions and  official
discourse, significant gaps persist between the
ideals articulated by Imam Khomeini and the
actual political practices in the country. The
most important reasons identified for this
incomplete realization include unreasonable
political disputes, the prioritization of
factional interests over national and systemic
interests by extremist factions within both
dominant political camps, and the pervasive
involvement of military institutions in
cultural, political, social, and economic affairs
beyond their designated scope. The study
concludes that despite the theoretical potential
for achieving political development based on
Imam  Khomeini's  vision,  practical
obstacles—particularly factional infighting
and militarization of civilian spheres—have
hindered full implementation. To address
these challenges, the study proposes that the
central leadership of both major political
factions restrain their radical elements, and
that military institutions be withdrawn from
civilian affairs and returned to their
specialized professional roles, thereby
allowing competent and non-partisan experts
to manage the country's political, economic,
and cultural development.

Conclusion

This study set out to identify the key
indicators of political development from the
perspective of Imam Khomeini and to assess
their realization in the Islamic Republic of
Iran. The findings confirm that while Imam
Khomeini's political thought provides a
comprehensive and Islamically-grounded
framework for political development—
centered on religious democracy, political
participation, justice, freedom, rule of law,
pluralism, and free media—the actual
performance of the Islamic Republic has
fallen short of fully realizing these ideals. The
primary obstacles identified include persistent
and unreasonable political rivalries, the
elevation of factional interests above national
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and systemic welfare by extremist elements
within both dominant political camps, and the
undue intervention of military institutions in
civilian spheres such as culture, politics,
economics, and society. These factors have
collectively  hindered the  complete
implementation of political development as
envisioned by Imam Khomeini. Nevertheless,
the study concludes that the theoretical and
constitutional capacity for achieving such
development exists within the Iranian political
system, and that meaningful progress is
attainable if the central leadership of both
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