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This research adopts a theoretical and conceptual approach to reassess the
position of community as a fundamental unit in the process of geographical space
production. Contrary to classical conceptions that predominantly view space as
a product of formal policymaking and the will of institutional powers, this study
offers an alternative explanation of space production by emphasizing lived
experience and community agency. Within this framework, space is regarded not
merely as an objective context for action, but as a consequence of social
relations, meaning, memory, and collective narrative. The research methodology
is qualitative, based on conceptual analysis drawing upon theoretical sources in
political geography, sociology of space, and philosophy of place. The findings
are formulated around four independent conceptual axes: first, community as the
identity-building context of space, wherein internal bonds, cultural memory, and
place attachment give rise to identity-laden places; second, community as the
mechanism of spatial meaning-making, which through cultural coding, language,
ritual, and narrative, imbues space with social significance; third, community as
a spatial agent and policymaker, capable of influencing spatial order through
informal and horizontal structures; and fourth, community as the memory and
history-maker of place, which through anchoring collective memory in the
physical fabric of space, ensures historical continuity and cultural persistence.
This research underscores the necessity of redefining the theoretical frameworks
of political geography with a focus on the active role of community in space
production, and proposes a conceptual model for transitioning from authority-
centered approaches toward a community-centered reading of space.
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Introduction

The conceptualization of space within
political geography has long been dominated
by state-centric and top-down paradigms,
viewing it primarily as a product of official
policies, legal boundaries, and centralized
power. This classical approach often relegates
the role of community to a passive,
background variable, overlooking its
fundamental agency in shaping spatial
realities. This research challenges this
prevailing notion by positing that space is not
a neutral container for human action but is
actively produced through lived experience,
social relations, and collective memory. The
core issue addressed is the theoretical neglect
of the "community" as a fundamental unit of
spatial production. Despite the growing
recognition of the social construction of space
in contemporary theory, there remains a
significant gap in systematically
conceptualizing how communities-through
their internal bonds, cultural codes, political
agency, and historical narratives-generate
meaningful place. This omission has practical
consequences, as development and planning
projects that ignore community agency often
result in spatial alienation, loss of identity, and
social fragmentation. Therefore, this research
focuses on redefining the role of community
to bridge the gap between abstract spatial
policy and lived spatial reality, arguing for a
conceptual shift from authority-oriented to
community-centered frameworks in
geographical analysis.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, theory-
driven analytical approach to develop a
conceptual framework for understanding
community as a foundational unit of
geographical space production. The research
is based on a systematic literature review,
drawing from classical and contemporary
theoretical sources across political geography,
spatial sociology, and place philosophy. Data
were gathered from key texts by theorists
including Tonnies, Durkheim, Lefebvre,
Agnew, Soja, and Harvey. The analysis
proceeded through three stages: conceptual
identification and coding of key themes,

theoretical content analysis and synthesis, and
finally, inferential reasoning to derive four
core conceptual functions of community in
spatial production. The methodological logic
is deductive-analytical, aiming for theoretical
development and conceptual reorganization
rather than empirical measurement, thereby
providing a foundational analytical basis for
future geographical research.

Results and Discussion

The conceptual analysis reveals that
community functions as the foundational unit
of geographical space production through four
interconnected mechanisms. First,
communities construct spatial identity by
transforming  abstract = geometry  into
meaningful places through collective self-
definition, cultural symbols, and symbolic
boundaries, making space a reflection of "who
we are" as a social group. Second,
communities serve as meaning-making
mechanisms, imbuing space with social
significance through language, rituals,
narratives, and cultural coding, where
meaning emerges from lived experience and
repeated social practices rather than physical
form alone. Third, communities act as
informal spatial actors and policymakers,
exercising soft power through horizontal
organization, grassroots initiatives, and
everyday spatial practices that resist top-down
impositions and  establish  customary
regulations carrying social legitimacy. Fourth,
communities anchor collective memory in
physical space, transforming places into living
archives of shared experiences through
commemoration, rituals, and oral traditions
that ensure historical continuity and cultural
transmission across generations. These
findings fundamentally challenge classical
state-centric paradigms by demonstrating that
space is not a neutral container but a social
product generated from within lived
experience. This community-centered
perspective reveals that sustainable spatial
policy must recognize communities not
merely as beneficiaries or passive subjects but
as active co-creators of spatial order. The
research underscores that ignoring community
agency leads to spatial alienation, loss of
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identity, and policy failure, while
acknowledging community-based spatial
production offers a viable alternative to
technocratic, top-down planning models that
often prove disconnected from social reality.

Conclusion

This research set out to critically examine the
foundational assumption that space is
primarily a product of formal policies and
institutional power, arguing instead for a
community-centered  understanding  of
geographical space production. Through
conceptual analysis, the study demonstrates
that community is not merely a passive
inhabitant of space but an active producer of
spatial meaning, identity, order, and memory.
The four conceptual pillars identified-
community as identity-builder, meaning-
maker, spatial actor, and memory-keeper-
collectively challenge state-centric and
technocratic paradigms that have long
dominated political geography. These
findings reveal that space emerges from lived
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