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Political development is a fundamental concept in political science, dependent
on efficient institutions, participation, rule of law, stability, and governance
capacity. Samuel Huntington's theory, emphasizing the primacy of
institutionalization over political participation, provides a suitable framework
for analyzing Iran's political currents. This research aims to examine the points
of convergence and divergence between Principlists and Reformists regarding
political development based on Huntington's model, studying the period from
2005 to 2021 (including the 9th to 12th governments). The research method is
descriptive-analytical, with data collected from library resources, documents,
laws, and political performance. Findings indicate that both currents have
pursued political development within the framework of preserving the political
system and the Constitution, but they differ in their methods of realization.
Principlists emphasize state authority, security, national cohesion, preservation
of revolutionary values, and strengthening of governing institutions. In
contrast, Reformists focus on expanding public participation, strengthening
civil society, developing political freedoms, increasing electoral competition,
and institutional accountability. From Huntington's perspective, both
approaches have strengths and weaknesses: Principlists prioritize
institutionalization and stability, while Reformists prioritize participation and
political competition. The research demonstrates that sustainable political
development is only achieved through a balance among institutionalization,
rule of law, participation, stability, and efficiency. Consequently, the optimal
model requires the simultaneous utilization of shared capacities and the
resolution of weaknesses from both currents within the framework of
Huntington's theory.
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Introduction

Political development, as one of the
fundamental concepts in political science,
encompasses not merely political
participation but also institutionalization, rule
of law, stability, efficiency, and the capacity
of the governance system to manage social
demands. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
two main political currents—Principlists and
Reformists—have  presented differing
interpretations of political development
based on their intellectual and ideological
foundations. Principlists emphasize state
authority, security, national cohesion,
preservation of revolutionary values, and the
strengthening of governing institutions,
whereas Reformists focus on expanding
public participation, strengthening civil
society, developing political freedoms,
enhancing electoral competition, and
institutional accountability. Samuel
Huntington's theory, with its emphasis on the
primacy of institutionalization over political
participation, provides a suitable analytical
framework for examining these two
approaches.  Huntington  argues  that
sustainable political development is achieved
only when there is a balance among
institutionalization, participation, stability,
and efficiency. The central question is: What
are the points of convergence and divergence
between Principlist and Reformist currents
regarding political development based on
Huntington's model during the period of
2005-2021, and which of the two currents
has operated more closely in alignment with
the components of Huntington's theory? This
research seeks to answer this question
through a descriptive-analytical approach.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
method to examine the points of convergence and
divergence between Principlist and Reformist
currents regarding political development based on
Huntington's model. The study covers the period
from 2005 to 2021 (1384-1400), encompassing
the 9th to 12th governments. Data were collected
through library research, including the study of
books, academic articles, official documents,
laws, and political performance analysis of both
currents. The collected data were then analyzed

qualitatively using Huntington's theoretical
framework, focusing on key components such as
institutionalization, political participation,
stability, efficiency, and governance capacity to
evaluate and compare the approaches of the two
political currents.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that both Principlist and
Reformist currents have pursued political
development within the framework of preserving
the political system and the Constitution, yet they
differ significantly in their methods of realization.
Principlists emphasize state authority, security,
national cohesion, preservation of revolutionary
values, and the strengthening of governing
institutions, aligning closely with Huntington's
emphasis on institutionalization and stability.
However, their focus on controlled participation
and resistance to structural flexibility has, in some
periods, limited their capacity to respond to new
social demands. In contrast, Reformists prioritize
expanding public participation, strengthening
civil society, developing political freedoms,
increasing electoral competition, and institutional
accountability, demonstrating greater theoretical
alignment with Huntington's emphasis on political
participation. Nevertheless, their practical success
has been constrained by structural limitations,
lack of control over key power centers, and
resistance from traditional institutions. From
Huntington's perspective, both approaches have
strengths and weaknesses: Principlists effectively
maintain institutional stability but risk creating
participation  deficits, =~ while = Reformists
successfully articulate participatory demands but
face challenges in institutionalizing their reforms
due to systemic constraints. The research
demonstrates that sustainable political
development is only achieved through a balance
among institutionalization, rule of law,
participation, stability, and efficiency. Neither
current has fully established this equilibrium. The
optimal model requires simultaneously utilizing
the shared capacities and addressing the
weaknesses of both currents within Huntington's
framework, suggesting that future development
depends on constructive interaction between
stability-oriented  and  participation-oriented
approaches.

Conclusion

This research has examined the points of
convergence and divergence between Principlist
and Reformist currents in Iran regarding political
development based on Samuel Huntington's
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model during the period of 2005-2021. The
findings demonstrate that although both currents
have pursued political development within the
framework of preserving the political system and
the  Constitution, they  have  adopted
fundamentally different approaches. Principlists
have prioritized institutionalization, stability, and
the preservation of revolutionary values, while
Reformists  have  emphasized  expanding
participation, civil society, and political freedoms.
From Huntington's perspective, neither current
has fully succeeded in establishing the necessary
balance = between institutionalization  and
participation that is essential for sustainable
political ~ development.  Principlists ~ have
maintained institutional stability but have often
limited participatory spaces, while Reformists
have advocated for broader participation but have
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