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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
Article type: The present study aims to conceptualize and validate a novel model of
Research Article the political space management system in Tehran using an exploratory
mixedmethods approach (qualitativequantitative). In the qualitative
Article history: phase, key components were identified through thematic analysis of
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semistructured interviews conducted with 16 experts. Subsequently,
causal relationships and hierarchical levels among variables were
determined using Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM) with the
participation of 15 specialists. In the quantitative phase, the proposed
model was validated through Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) and
Structural Equation Modeling (SEM), based on survey data collected
from 384 employees of Tehran Municipality.The findings resulted in the
identification of 32 key variables organized into four overarching
dimensionsdrivers, existing conditions, strategies, and
outcomesstructured across seven hierarchical levels. The results indicate
that politicalgovernance, security, legal, economic, and managerial
drivers play a foundational role in causally shaping spatial and social
outcomes. Quantitative analyses further confirmed the satisfactory model
fit and the statistical significance of the relationships among variables.
By proposing a validated, indigenous model, this study provides a
practical and systematic framework for enhancing spatial governance and
political space management in Tehran metropolis.
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Introduction

Space in metropolitan areas is not merely a
physical container for urban activities, but a
multidimensional and fundamentally political
arena in which power relations, institutional
arrangements, and governance mechanisms
are continuously produced and reproduced. In
this sense, urban space reflects the distribution
of authority, the organization of decision-
making, and the priorities embedded in
governance structures. In Tehran metropolis,
the inefficiency of political space
management has contributed to the deepening
of spatial inequalities, social tensions,
institutional fragmentation, and reduced urban
cohesion. These challenges have made it
increasingly necessary to develop a context-
specific and indigenous model of spatial
policy-making that can respond to the unique
political,  administrative, and  spatial
conditions of the capital city.

Methodology

This research adopted an exploratory mixed-
methods design, combining qualitative and
quantitative phases in a sequential manner. In
the qualitative phase, key components of the
model were identified through thematic
analysis of semi-structured interviews
conducted with 16 experts in urban
management and political geography.
Purposeful and snowball sampling were used
to select participants with relevant academic
and executive experience. After reaching
theoretical saturation, the extracted codes
were organized into conceptual categories.
Subsequently, Interpretive Structural
Modeling (ISM) was applied with the
participation of 15 specialists to determine
causal relationships, interdependencies, and
hierarchical levels among the identified
variables. The ISM procedure enabled the
researchers to construct a layered structure of
the model and classify the components
according to their influence and dependence.
In addition, MICMAC analysis was used to
examine the driving and dependent power of
the variables.

In the quantitative phase, the proposed model
was validated through Confirmatory Factor
Analysis (CFA) and Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM). Data were collected using a
researcher-made questionnaire completed by
384 employees of Tehran Municipality. The

questionnaire was designed based on the
qualitative findings and its content validity
was confirmed by experts. Reliability was
assessed using Cronbach’ s alpha, and the
resulting coefficients indicated acceptable
internal consistency. Data analysis was
performed using SPSS and AMOS software.

Results and Discussion

This study argues that Iranian resilience and
civilizational continuity emerge from an
organic interconnection between Iranian
wisdom, the cultural capacity to absorb
external domination, the deep bond between
land and identity, and the political
organization of space within Iran’ s unique
arid geography. Iranian wisdom-rooted in
historical experience, geography, language,
literature, and philosophy-has functioned as a
key adaptive mechanism, enabling society to
endure foreign invasions not through passive
resistance but through cultural digestion and
selective appropriation, as seen in the
historical transformation of conquerors such
as Arabs, Turks, and Mongols within Iranian
cultural frameworks. The intimate linkage
between land, religion, identity, and historical
memory has further reinforced a powerful
sense of territorial continuity, while chronic
water scarcity and environmental constraints
have shaped collective cooperation, strong
governance structures, and a cautious attitude
toward rapid change. Together, these factors
have produced a distinctive worldview that
prioritizes continuity, balance, and long-term
adaptation over abrupt transformation.
Consequently, modernity-like earlier external
influences-is not rejected but gradually
absorbed and rearticulated within Iran’ s deep
civilizational foundations, rendering
simplistic binaries of tradition versus
modernity analytically insufficient for
understanding Iranian society.

Conclusion

The study proposes a validated and context-
specific model for spatial policy-making in
Tehran metropolis. The results indicate that
the current system is strongly influenced by
centralized governance, security-oriented
spatial control, and institutional
fragmentation. At the same time, the model
highlights the importance of strategic, legal,
managerial, and participatory reforms in
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improving spatial governance. The findings
suggest that sustainable improvement in
Tehran’ s urban space requires a shift from
control-based management toward networked
governance,  transparency,  meaningful
participation, and multi-level coordination.
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