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This study aims to formulate the triple strategies of Imam Ali (a.s.) in
confronting socio-political seditions (Fitnas) based on the letters of Nahj
al-Balagha, with an emphasis on the commentaries of both schools
(Farigayn). The central problem of the research is how to extract a
coherent model for sedition management from the sovereign letters of
Imam Ali (a.s.) across three levels: structural, behavioral, and contextual.
This model is designed to be effective in the pre-sedition prevention
phase, during the confrontation, and in the post-sedition reconstruction
period. The research methodology is qualitative content analysis with an
inductive approach; data were extracted from the letters of Nahj al-
Balagha, particularly Letter 53, and analyzed using authoritative Shia and
Sunni commentaries. The findings indicate that in Alid logic, the
prevention of sedition is rooted in structural justice, financial oversight,
meritocracy, and the elimination of discrimination. Management during
sedition relies on clarification, insight-building (Basirat), distinguishing
the deceived from the instigators, and wise decisiveness. Finally, post-
sedition reconstruction is achieved through restoring public trust,
reforming damaged structures, and economic-livelihood rehabilitation.
Accordingly, the Alid model of sedition management is not merely
reactive or security-oriented; rather, it is a proactive, justice-based, and
multidimensional approach that can serve as an indigenous model for
governance in crisis conditions.

How to cite: Asghari, A., Khodabakhshi, L. & Hashemi Baghi, Z. (2026). Analysis of Imam Ali's (AS) three-pronged
strategies in territorial governance and dealing with socio-political instability (based on the letters of Nahj al-

Balagha). Geography and Regional Planning, 16(3),533-548. https://doi.org

© Author(s) retain the copyright and full publishing rights
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/jge0q.2026.599704.4533

10.22034/jge0q.2026.599704.4533

Publisher: Qeshm Institute of Higher Education



mailto:leila.khodabakhshi@yahoo.com?subject=leila.khodabakhshi@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.22034/jgeoq.2025.415761.4064
mailto:https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?subject=https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Geography and Regional Planning, Vol 16. Issue 3, 2026

534

Introduction

The 1970s and 1980s marked a significant
turning point in the development of the
contemporary global economy, as
neoliberalism increasingly shaped
international political economy. Emerging as
a response to Keynesian welfare-state
policies, neoliberalism emphasized free
markets, privatization, deregulation, and the
reduction of direct state intervention in
economic  activities. Its  intellectual
foundations were strengthened by the Mont
Pelerin Society and the Chicago School, while
its  practical implementation became
particularly visible under Margaret Thatcher
in Britain and Ronald Reagan in the United
States. International financial institutions,
especially the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank, played a central role in
promoting market-oriented reforms across
national economies. The establishment of the
World Trade Organization further accelerated
trade liberalization and economic integration.
Through the Washington Consensus and
structural adjustment programs, neoliberal
policies became closely associated with
globalization and the restructuring of national
economic  systems.  However, their
consequences generated considerable debate
concerning economic inequality, national
sovereignty, financial instability, and the
effectiveness of development strategies. This
article examines how neoliberalism achieved
dominance in the international economy and
analyzes  its  principal = mechanisms,
institutional foundations, and consequences
for global economic relations.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
research method based on documentary and
library research. It examines scholarly books,
articles, and relevant documents to investigate
the emergence, theoretical foundations, and
international expansion of neoliberalism. The
analysis focuses on the roles of international
financial institutions, the Washington
Consensus, and structural adjustment
programs in shaping global economic
relations and national economic policies.
Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that neoliberalism has
become a dominant framework in the
international economy through the expansion
of market-oriented policies and the influence

of international financial institutions. Its
intellectual development, associated with the
Mont Pelerin Society and the Chicago School,
challenged Keynesian economic principles
and promoted privatization, deregulation, and
a reduced direct role for the state. This
transformation contributed to the emergence
of regulatory states and the weakening of
traditional welfare-state arrangements. The
International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank became important instruments for
encouraging economic restructuring in
national economies, while the establishment
of the World Trade Organization strengthened
trade liberalization and global integration. The
Washington Consensus institutionalized these
priorities through fiscal discipline, tax reform,
competitive exchange rates, trade
liberalization, foreign investment,
privatization, deregulation, and protection of
property rights. However, the article also finds
that implementing these policies without
considering countries’ institutional capacities
and economic conditions often produced
serious difficulties, including inequality,
economic vulnerability, and weakened
domestic production. Criticism from scholars
such as Joseph Stiglitz highlighted the
ideological limitations of rapid privatization
and structural adjustment. The emergence of
the Post-Washington Consensus reflected
attempts to address these shortcomings by
recognizing the importance of institutions and
broader development objectives.
Nevertheless, the article argues that
neoliberalism  has retained substantial
influence over global economic governance.
The Beijing Consensus also appears as an
alternative development perspective within
debates over the future of the international
economic order.

Conclusion

Neoliberalism has become a dominant
ideology in the international economy by
transforming the relationship between states,
markets, and global financial institutions. Its
development, rooted in the intellectual
traditions of the Mont Pelerin Society and the
Chicago School, challenged Keynesian
welfare-state  policies and  promoted
privatization, deregulation, trade
liberalization, and reduced direct government
intervention. These principles gradually
influenced national economic policies and
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reshaped the structure of international
economic governance. The International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the
World Trade Organization played significant
roles in advancing market-oriented reforms
and expanding the integration of national
economies into the global market. The
findings demonstrate that the Washington
Consensus and  structural  adjustment
programs were central mechanisms through
which neoliberal policies spread
internationally. By encouraging fiscal
discipline, privatization, foreign investment,
and the removal of trade barriers, these
programs sought to improve economic
efficiency and accelerate globalization.
However, their implementation frequently
generated controversy, particularly when
countries adopted reforms without sufficient
institutional capacity or consideration of
domestic economic conditions. The resulting
difficulties, including increased vulnerability,
inequality, and weakened national economic
structures, raised serious questions about the
effectiveness and universality of the
neoliberal model. Criticism from scholars
such as Joseph Stiglitz and other economists
emphasized that market liberalization alone
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