Geography(Regional Planning)

Autumn 2023. Vol 13. Issue 52

2783-21121SSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online):
Journal Homepage: https: //www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Iranian Association

of Geopolitical

Research Paper
The Analysis of Spatial Justice and Gerrymandering in Electoral Districts of Sistan and

Baluchestan Province

Karamat Ranjbar Dastanai™, Zahra Pishgahi Fard? Bahadur Zarei®

1. PhD in Political Geography, Department of Political Geography, Faculty of Geography, University of
Tehran, Tehran

2. Professor of Political Geography, Department of Political Geography, Faculty of Geography, University of
Tehran, Tehran

3. Associate Professor of Political Geography, Department of Political Geography.

ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
In electoral geography, particularly in parliamentary elections, a significant
PP: 451-471 topic is “the proportionality in the allocation of parliamentary seats” and
“gerrymandering”, addressing how changed or unchanged boundaries of
electoral districts may result in the victory of an individual or group, or unfair
in elections, a subject that has been neglected in Iran. Sistan and Baluchestan
Province is among the border, peripheral, and deprived provinces in the country
(Iran) facing underdevelopment challenges and being of paramount sensitivity
given its geopolitical importance. Electoral geography may be a key factor in
EH'-. E transforming its development. Hence, research on “proportionality in
allocation” and “Gerrymandering” in this province is of great significance. The
present paper, as part of a comprehensive research on the two concepts of
“Proportionality in Allocation” and “Gerrymandering” in the context of eleven
E parliamentary election cycles in Sistan and Baluchestan Province, solely
focuses on these two subjects in this province. Research data has been extracted
by library method and analyzed using SPSS in GIS environment. The
examination of “Proportionality in Allocation” revealed a spatial inequity in the
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Proportionality in should be added to the representatives of this province. In addition, the
Allocation, Gerrymandering investigation in this province indicates that “Gerrymandering”

Gerrymandering, Spatial has not been applied.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion of proportionality and
gerrymandering within electoral boundaries
(Gerrymandering) is one of the topics
consistently been a part of the foundations of
electoral geography. Elections, as the
democracy’s  cornerstone and  popular
sovereignty  entrusting  decision-making,
legislation, and governance at the national
level to the rulers, capture all nations’
attention. On the other hand, democracy,
through people’s participation in determining
their own destiny, has an indissoluble
connection, in turn necessitating a strong and
effective legislative body. The two concepts
of “Gerrymandering” and “Proportionality in
Allocation” can be examined through various
electoral indicators within electoral districts.
If carried out accurately and precisely, these
analyses may transform electoral districts
from a static state to a dynamic one,
establishing spatial justice within the
legislative domain of a country through
software programs. Also in lIran, achieving
spatial justice and proportionality in
allocation pattern aligned with the population
is of paramount importance and is considered
an ideal. In spite of the obvious nature of this
issue, research reveals that in some cases,
both globally and in Iran, both issues,
namely, the lack of proportionality in
allocation and gerrymandering  within
electoral boundaries, have been faced with
ambiguities. Sistan and Baluchestan is one of
Iran’s border provinces, besides being one of
the country’s most strategic provinces in
terms of security and borders. Moreover, it is
one of the most deprived regions with a
population of approximately 2,775,014
people and considered as the second most
extensive province in the country after
Kerman province. This province has six
electoral districts and eight representatives,
and the proportionality in allocation of
representatives can contribute to the
province’s development.

Research Methodology

In this study, data were collected using
library resources, approved legislations of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly, Statistical
Center of Iran, information on the country’s

divisions from the Ministry of Interior, and
field observations, including data on the
population of electoral districts, the number
of representatives, and changes in electoral
districts in different periods. Statistical
analysis and standard deviation (SD) of
electoral districts were extracted using SPSS
V22. Furthermore, using mathematical
sciences as well as the geographic
information system (GIS) V10.4, electoral
district maps before and after changes in
different periods were drawn and examined.
One or more of the following six methods
were employed to detect cases of
gerrymandering or disproportionality:

1. The explicit declared method

2. The overall conditions method

3. The border change process evaluation

method

4.  The inspection method

5. The preliminary comparison method

6. The clear superiority method

Discussion and Findings

The Academy of Persian Language and
Literature has equated the terms “Kazh
Howzeh bandi” and “Samandar Bazi” with
the term “Gerrymandering” and defined it as
a method for altering the results of elections
by reshaping electoral districts. This term
refers to a set of actions in which a group,
social class, or political faction seeks to
influence the outcome of voting in a city or
state through manipulating the boundaries of
voting districts in a way that favors the
preferred candidate or party’s name coming
out of the ballot box. Thus, when the
electoral district boundaries are drawn in
such a way that candidates from one party
can gain an extra seat and strengthen their
power, it is called gerrymandering. Besides,
any manipulation of electoral district
boundaries, which can be done legally or
illegally, and is typically carried out when
individuals or groups in power seek to
manipulate the boundaries of electoral
districts to secure and increase their seats in
the legislature, ensuring they maintain a
stable and lasting presence, is referred to as
gerrymandering. In Moin Persian
Encyclopedia Dictionary, (Tasheem) means
the act of distributing shares. In Amid
Persian Dictionary, (Tasheem) is defined as
the act of dividing or apportioning.
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“Inappropriate gerrymandering” is a term
used to define the small electoral districts
within regions where support for a specific
party is stronger, aiming at allowing the
desired party or a specific group to benefit
from more seats. Sistan and Baluchestan
Province is situated in southeastern Iran,
between approximately 25’ and 3” to 31° 28”
north latitude, and 58 and 47” to 63° and 19”
east longitude, sharing its borders to the
north with South Khorasan Province and
Afghanistan, to the east with Pakistan and
Afghanistan, to the south with the Gulf of
Oman, and to the west with Kerman and
Hormozgan provinces. This province, with
an area of 181,785 square Kkilometers,
comprises 23 counties, 58 districts, 50 cities,
and 123 rural districts, covering over 11% of
Iran’s total land area. Zahedan is its capital.
The southern Baluchistan region consists of
18 counties (Zahedan, Mirjaveh, Khash,
Saravan, lIranshahr, Nikshahr, Chabahar,
Sarbaz, Rask, Taftan, Dashtiari, Konarak,
Delgan, Mehrestan, Sib and Suran, Bampur,
Qasr-e Qand, and Fanuj).

Regarding the electoral districts in Sistan and
Baluchestan Province, it can be summarized
that gerrymandering has not occurred in any
of its electoral districts. As observed in Fig.
8, the map of seat distribution relative to the
population and in Fig. 9, the map of SD of
the electoral districts, in terms of
proportionality in allocation in this province,
it may be stated that in the electoral districts
of Chahbahar, Nikshahr, Konarak, and Qasr-
e Qand, given the population growth over the
past four decades due to migration and
population increase, with a population of
509,138 and a standard deviation (SD) of
2.22, due to the proportionality in allocation
of more seat to more population in the future
electoral district revisions throughout the
country, it has the potential to improve the
representation of the population by allocation
of one more seat.

The electoral district of Iranshahr, Sarbaz,
Delgan, Fanuj, and the sub-regions of Lashar,
Bent, Ashar, and Ahuran has a population of
636,531 and an SD of 3.49. Accordingly, in
the future electoral district revisions
throughout the country, by allocating an
additional seat, the distribution conditions
can be improved, and the SD in this district
can be placed within the normal range.

With a population of 197,014 per seat and an
SD of 0.89, the electoral district of Zahedan,
Zahak, Hirmand, Nimruz, and Hamunit is
within the normal range, and given the
population growth rate in this county, it
appears to have entered the normal range in
2020. Accordingly, there is no need for a
change in the number of representatives or an
increase in representation seats in the next
decade.

With a population of 263,538 and an SD of
0.23, the electoral district of Khash,
Mirjaveh, and the sub-regions of Nosratabad
and Kurin is within the normal range, as well
as the electoral district of Zahedan, with an
SD of 0.27 and a population of 314,114 per
representative. It appears that if the
population in this district increases to
860,000, an additional seat could be allocated
to this district.

The electoral district of Saravan, Sib and
Suran, and Mehrestan, with an SD of 0.56
and a population of 343,549, has slightly
exceeded the normal range and does not
currently require a new seat in the legislature.
According to surveys, each of the two
electoral districts in Sistan and Baluchestan
Province has the capacity for an additional
seat, and the other electoral districts are
within or close to the normal range.
Furthermore, the chart showing the SD of
electoral districts compared to the normal
state of the province’s electoral districts
indicates that four electoral districts are low
in population, one electoral district falls in
the range of 3 to 4 SD in the low
representation category, and one electoral
district has an SD within the range of 2-3 and
low representation.

Conclusion

Given the geographical vastness of the
electoral districts in Sistan and Baluchestan
Province and aiming at addressing the
economic, financial, educational, and
security issues focused by the central
government and expediting the development
of the eastern region, reforms in the number
of seats in the electoral districts of this
province, based on the conducted analyses,
are necessary. If an additional seat is
allocated to each of the electoral districts of
Chahbahar, Nikshahr, Konarak, and Qasr-e
Qand, as well as Iranshahr, Sarbaz, Delgan,
Fanuj, and the sub-regions of Lashar, Bent,
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Ashar, and Ahuran to increase the total
number of this province’s representatives to
10, it will accelerate the sustainable
development of the eastern region as part of
the government’s strategic plans. Also in the
electoral district of Saravan, Sib and Suran,
and Mehrestan, given the existing SD, and in
case that the population of this district
reaches approximately 480,000, an additional
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