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Introduction

Event-based tourism, as a modern approach
within cultural tourism, possesses significant
potential for the sustainable development of
local communities, the preservation of
intangible heritage, and the reinforcement of
cultural identity. Within this framework,
indigenous rituals such as the Pirshaliar
Ceremony in the Uramanat region of
Kurdistan are prominent examples of
ceremonial events that can play a central role
in attracting tourists, generating local
income, representing national historical
identity, and strengthening social bonds. The
Pirshaliar ritual, with a history spanning over
a thousand years, is a unique blend of myth,
mysticism, religion, and local culture. Its
winter ceremony, in particular, which
symbolically reenacts the marriage of the
region's great mystic, Pirshaliar, with the
daughter of the King of Bukhara, annually
gathers thousands of pilgrims and tourists.
The primary goal of this research is to
analyze the dimensions of the Pirshaliar
Ceremony's impact on the development of
event-based tourism and to identify the key
factors affecting tourist satisfaction and the
sustainability of the ritual.

Methodology

The research employed a mixed-methods
(qualitative-quantitative) approach using a
sequential exploratory design. The qualitative
phase involved the use of documentary data
and semi-structured interviews with experts
and ritual custodians to understand the
cultural depth and social structures of the
ceremony. The quantitative phase involved
developing a custom-built questionnaire to
measure latent variables (Brand,
Infrastructure, Culture, Challenges, and
Satisfaction), and the AMOS software was
used to analyze the causal relationships
between the main constructs.

Results and Discussion

Ritual and Symbolic Structure: The Pirshaliar
Ceremony adheres to a regular structure (Day
of Sacrifice, Day of Zikr and Daf playing,
Day of Gathering and Hospitality) based on
the oral-traditional calendar. This ritual is
imbued with extensive symbolic meaning,
analyzable across four main layers:
Religious-Mystical (Zikr and miracles),

Mythological (the King's daughter’s healing),
Social (justice in dividing the sacrifice and
solidarity), and Identity (representation of
Hawrami culture, attire, and language).
These layers of meaning provide the ritual's
appeal to a wide spectrum of audiences, from
religious pilgrims to cultural tourists. Despite
social transformations, the ritual has
maintained its historical continuity, although
certain changes (such as the simplification of
performances or increased media focus) have
raised concerns about the ceremony's
"commercialization" or "theatricalization."
The Role of Community Participation and
Social Capital: One of the most outstanding
features of Pirshaliar is its entirely grassroots
and spontaneous execution, organized based
on an unwritten "social contract" and with
the division of roles among various tribal
groups. This participatory structure is the
most overt manifestation of the region's
"Social Capital." Village women play a vital
role in the hospitality sector (baking local
bread and soup) and the transmission of
indigenous knowledge. Furthermore,
generational participation, with the symbolic
presence of children in rituals like "Kalawe
Rochini," ensures the cultural transmission of
the ritual to future generations. This internal
cohesion not only guarantees the ritual's
sustainability but also acts as a powerful
social attraction for tourists.

The Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
analysis indicated that the research model is
statistically significant and defined the causal
relationships between latent variables and
tourist satisfaction (the dependent variable)
as follows:

1. Cultural Brand: This construct was
identified as the strongest positive
factor influencing satisfaction. This
result shows that mythological
narratives, visual aesthetics
(mountain  Daf  playing), and
successful media representation have
been fundamental in transforming
this ritual into a recognized "Brand"
in  event-based  tourism  and
contribute the most to generating
satisfaction.

2. Infrastructure: This was the second
strongest positive factor affecting
satisfaction. This finding underscores
the importance of developing
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infrastructure facilities
(transportation, accommodation, and
sanitation) to host the large volume
of tourists.

3. Challenges: This was identified as
the strongest negative factor,
significantly reducing tourist
satisfaction. These challenges
primarily include pressure on
resources (water, sanitation), lack of
knowledgeable guides, and concern
over the ritual turning into mere
performance.

4. Culture: This had a positive effect on
satisfaction, but its impact was less
significant compared to Brand and
Infrastructure. This suggests that
while  cultural authenticity is
valuable, its inadequate management
in the face of mass tourism
challenges can overshadow its
positive effects.

Conclusion

The Pirshaliar Ceremony has successfully
transitioned from a local rite to an
international event-based tourism
phenomenon. The central role of indigenous
rituals in this success is the creation of strong
cultural content and branding, which stems
from deep cultural authenticity and high
social capital. However, the greatest threat to
the event's sustainability is the imbalance
between the volume of tourism demand and
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Notes for Model (Default model)

Computation of degrees of freedom (Default model)

MNumber of distinct sample moments: 350
MNumber of distinct parameters to be estimated: 20
Degrees of freedom (350 - 80 270

Result (Default model)

Mininmm was achieved
Chi-square = 815 654
Degrees of freedom = 270
Probability level = 000

Ml oo Jboline Jao of+ v (gylolize o 4 angi b

Assessment of normality (Group number 1)

YWariable tmin max skeew C.r. krtosis C.r.
rezayvats 1.000 S5000 -1.007 -4.110 159 324
rezayatd 1.000 5000 - 142 -.579 -1.352 -2 780
rezayat3 1.000 5000 -_387 -1.5820 -1.151 -2.350
rezavat2 1.000 5000 - 459 -1.873 -_To8 -1.568
rezavat 1 1.000 5000 029 118 -1.357 -2.770
chaleshl 1.000 5000 108 A40 -1.373 -2 B03
chalesh2 1.000 5000 - 678 2789 - 496 -1.013
chalesh3 1.000 5000 - 508 -2.074 -_BO3 -1.639
chalesh4 1.000 5000 153 625 -1.427 -2914
berand4 1.000 5000 -1.162 -4.744 568 1.159
berand3 1.000 5000 -_BEE -3.626 332 ae77
berand2 1.000 5000 -.941 -3.841 -.091 -.187
berandl 1.000 5000 -_B32 -3397 039 O8O
eghtesadl 1.000 S5000 -1308 -5340 OEE 2017
eghtesad2 1.000 5000 -1436 -5 864 1.714 3. 498
eghtesad3 1.000 5000 - 977 -3.989 1.117 2280
eghtesadd 2000 5000 -921 -3.761 -.074 -.152
farhang 1 1.000 5000 - 370  -1.509 -1.125 -2.296
farhang2 1.000 5000 -.691 -2 819 -.299 &10
farhang3 1.000 5000 - 704 -2 B8BTS -.140 -286
farhang4 1.000 5000 -974 3975 216 A4l
zirsalchtl 2000  5.000 -4e4  -1.893 8B4 1.805
zirsakcht2 2000  4.000 -384 -1.568 -1.068 -2 180
zirsalkcht3 1.000 5000 -911 -3.720 830 1898
zirsalchtd 2000 5000 -1016 -4.147 1.085 2214
Multrrariate 132.014 17.965

rlotalie sl o (Latent Variables) sl sl ysio oy bolgy samd ylis jl8le 5 45 osd &Iyl 29)5
yerite a3l o3kl b g diees (605 05l0) BB nuditine jobods (Lo pin) oo sl puxio .cwsl(Observed Variables)
5l Slebe s lb puxio ¢ Jdo (pl 53 Mg oo 0dtus pdsodnline
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