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Yemeni society, shaped by a turbulent history and entrenched tribal
structures, has long relied on kinship solidarity and shared historical
values. This research seeks to illuminate how identity components shape
Yemen'’s security dynamics, with particular attention to the strategically
vital Bab al-Mandab strait. By examining this nexus, the study aims to
reveal new dimensions of the relationship between identity and security.
The central question investigates how Yemeni identity elements
influence social cohesion, the legitimacy of domestic actors, and their
ability to assert control over Bab al-Mandab. It further explores the
implications of these dynamics for Yemen’s national security and its
broader geopolitical position. The study advances the hypothesis that
reinforcing identity components—tribal cohesion, shared cultural values,
indigenous traditions and the articulation of an Arab-Islamic identity
(notably through support for the Palestinian cause)—strengthens social
cohesion and reduces internal fragmentation. This cohesion, in turn,
enhances AnsarAllah’s capacity to mobilize forces, consolidate
legitimacy, and secure control of Bab al-Mandab, thereby improving
Yemen’s security and regional standing. The overarching aim is to
explicate the causal relationship between identity and security outcomes
at both national and regional levels. Methodologically, the study employs
a qualitative case study approach, using causal-explanatory analysis to
examine the link between social cohesion and Ansar Allah’s influence on
regional security. Ultimately, the article argues that identity in Yemen
should be understood not merely as cultural heritage, but as a strategic
and practical instrument in shaping the country’s security equations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study investigates the ways in which the
identity structures of Yemeni society have
shaped domestic power relations and regional
security dynamics, particularly through their
influence on social cohesion and the political-
military capacity of Ansar Allah, with special
attention to control over the Bab al-Mandab
strait. Departing from conventional analyses
that privilege military and strategic factors,
the research advances an alternative
framework by conceptualizing identity as a
causal  variable—both  discursive and
material—that actively conditions security
outcomes. The central research question asks
how tribal, religious, cultural, and Arab-
Islamic identity dimensions have affected
patterns of social cohesion, the legitimacy of
domestic actors, and their capacity to assert
authority over Bab al-Mandab. Subsidiary
questions probe which identity dimensions
have proven most decisive, how identity-
based resources have been translated into
control of maritime chokepoints, and what
broader national and regional implications
emerge from these processes. Theoretically,
the study integrates three complementary
perspectives—securitization theory,
ontological security, and social capital—to
illuminate the mechanisms through which
identity generates security effects. Drawing
on the Copenhagen School, securitization
theory positions identity as a discursive
resource that enables political actors to
construct existential threats and legitimize
extraordinary measures. Ontological security
theory adds a narrative-psychological
dimension, explaining why actors and their
constituencies embrace identity narratives that
promise continuity, stability, and meaningful
self-understanding under conditions of
external pressure. Social capital theory, in
turn, provides the connective tissue between
meaning and collective action: networks of
trust, kinship, and reciprocity—particularly
within Yemen’s tribal structures—facilitate
mobilization,  coordination, and  the
conversion of legitimacy into operational
capacity. Taken together, these perspectives
yield a causal-explanatory model in which
securitizing  discourse,  anchored in
ontological narratives, activates social capital

and thereby produces resilient, legitimate, and
organized political-military actors.

Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative case-study
design combined with causal-explanatory
analysis to investigate the mechanisms
through which identity shapes power and
security in Yemen. It draws upon a diverse
corpus of sources, including historical
records, field and NGO reports, reputable
media coverage, and prior scholarly works.
Data are examined through qualitative content
analysis and comparative process tracing,
enabling the identification of recurring
patterns, narrative structures, and causal
linkages. ~ This  interpretive  strategy
illuminates the ways in which identity
narratives are constructed, circulated, and
enacted across social and institutional
networks, with particular emphasis on
northern Yemen’s tribal confederations,
notably Hashd and Bakil. By integrating
discursive analysis with attention to social
structures and mobilization outcomes, the
study moves beyond descriptive accounts to
offer a nuanced explanation of how identity
functions simultaneously as a meaning-
making framework and a capability-
generating resource. Methodologically, the
study thus positions identity not as a passive
or secondary variable, but as an active and
constitutive element of Yemen’s security
dynamics—one that mediates legitimacy,
mobilization, and the transformation of social
cohesion into political-military capacity.

Results and Discussion

The empirical analysis confirms the central
hypothesis: the consolidation of Yemeni
identity components—tribal cohesion, shared
historical memory, indigenous traditions of
conflict management, and a pronounced Arab-
Islamic consciousness expressed through
solidarity with the Palestinian cause—has
reinforced social cohesion and mitigated
internal fragmentation within key
communities. This cohesive identity fabric
has, in turn, enhanced Ansar Allah’s capacity
to mobilize, organize, and legitimize its
political and military activities.

The study identifies three interlocking causal
mechanisms that collectively explain this
process:
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1.Discursive securitization: Ansar Allah
framed external powers—particularly the
United States and Isracl—along with their
domestic allies, as existential threats to
Yemeni sovereignty and identity. This
framing resonated with entrenched grievances
and cultural narratives, enabling the
movement to portray extraordinary political
and military measures as legitimate acts of
collective self-defense.

2.0ntological reproduction: By invoking
themes of history, martyrdom, religious duty,
and shared suffering, Ansar Allah cultivated
narrative stability and continuity. These
identity narratives sustained organizational
resilience and internal cohesion despite
external pressures such as sanctions,
bombardment, and economic strain.
3.Social-capital activation: Tribal and kinship
networks provided essential recruiting
channels, logistical support, mediation
venues, and sources of legitimacy. These
traditional structures transformed social
legitimacy into tangible governance capacity,
allowing Ansar Allah to consolidate authority
and establish local governance in the
territories under its control.

Together, these mechanisms explain Ansar
Allah’s ability to exert effective influence
over the Bab al-Mandab strait. Control of this
strategic maritime corridor was achieved not
primarily through superior military force, but
through the fusion of identity-driven
legitimacy and social organization. This
fusion reduced local resistance, facilitated
cooperation, and normalized governance
arrangements among coastal communities.
Identity thus functioned as a multiplier of
political-military capacity, translating shared
narratives and trust networks into strategic
control of a chokepoint with profound
regional and global implications. The findings
advance an integrated understanding of how
meaning (identity discourse) and structure
(social networks) interact to produce security
outcomes. The combined application of
securitization theory, ontological security, and
social capital demonstrates that identity is
neither a background variable nor an
epiphenomenon of material conditions, but a
constitutive driver of power. Empirically, the
case of Bab al-Mandab illustrates how local
identity infrastructures can shape regional
security architectures, particularly in maritime
contexts where social legitimacy directly

influences access and control. Policy-wise, the
study underscores the dual potential of
identity capital. On one hand, it can stabilize
communities and support governance in the
absence of strong state institutions; on the
other, if left unregulated, it may empower
armed actors and intensify conflict.
Policymakers must therefore engage identity
as a dynamic political resource. Domestically,
this entails integrating tribal leaders into
formal governance, linking customary
mediation with legal institutions, and
directing reconstruction efforts toward port
and coastal areas to channel social capital into
peaceful development. Regionally,
sustainable maritime security requires
inclusive  frameworks  that  combine
diplomacy, transparent monitoring, and
development assistance sensitive to identity
dynamics—while avoiding strategies that
inadvertently reinforce coercive networks.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that identity
constitutes a decisive variable in Yemen’s
security landscape, enabling Ansar Allah to
translate narrative authority and tribal
solidarity into political legitimacy and
operational control over the Bab al-Mandab
strait. By  integrating  securitization,
ontological security, and social capital
theories, the research advances a
comprehensive framework for understanding
how meaning and structure co-produce
security capacities in fragile contexts. The
findings redirect both scholarly and policy
attention away from narrowly material or
coercive explanations and toward the deeper
social mechanisms that underpin governance,
legitimacy, and regional order. Theoretically,
the study enriches debates on securitization
and non-state agency by showing how identity
functions simultaneously as a discursive
resource and a structural asset. Empirically, it
highlights the maritime dimension of identity
politics, illustrating how local narratives can
scale upward to shape global trade and
security. For policymakers, the analysis
underscores that sustainable stability around
strategic chokepoints such as Bab al-Mandab
depends as much on managing identity
dynamics on land as on naval deterrence at
sea. Identity capital, however, is inherently
ambivalent: it can foster resilience and
community-based governance, yet it may also



Geography and Regional Planning, Vol 15. Issue 4, 2025

619

empower militant non-state actors when left
unbalanced by inclusive political structures.
Recognizing and strategically engaging this
duality is therefore essential for conflict
resolution and regional stability. Finally, the
study opens avenues for comparative research
across the Horn of Africa and the broader
Arab world, where variations in identity
structures may condition the ability of local
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