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The prevalence of narcotics and psychotropic substances in the Middle East,
especially in Iraq and neighboring countries, is a multidimensional threat to
public health, political stability, and regional security. Iraq plays a pivotal role
in the regional trafficking network due to its sensitive geopolitical location and
bordering with producing countries and transit routes. This study aims to
examine the feasibility and provide a framework for strategic cooperation
between Iraq and neighboring countries, identifying key components of
regional cooperation and categorizing them into three axes: technical, financial,
and environmental-organizational. The findings show that regional cooperation
is a multidimensional construct; the environmental-organizational dimension,
including governance, rules, trust, and security conditions, plays a decisive
role, while the technical and financial dimensions, focusing on infrastructure,
surveillance technologies, and sustainable resource provision, play a
reinforcing and facilitating role. The conceptual model presented shows that the
simultaneous interaction of these three dimensions optimizes the effectiveness
of regional cooperation and can be a practical guide to promoting border
coordination, reducing the prevalence of narcotics, and strengthening security
cohesion and sustainable development in the region.
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Introduction

Drug trafficking and psychotropic substances
pose a significant global threat, jeopardizing
public health, social stability, and economic
development worldwide (Rose, 2023). The
Middle East, due to its geopolitical position
and proximity to production zones and transit
routes, has become a critical nexus in the
international drug trade (ASEAN Secretariat,
2023). Iraq, with its strategic location and
porous borders, plays a key role in this
regional network, where rising trafficking,
consumption, and production fuel challenges
to national security, political stability, and
economic growth (Jupp, 2025). While global
experience  underscores that effective
countermeasures require robust multilateral
cooperation  and  strategic  regional
frameworks-as isolated national actions are
insufficient (Passas, 2021)-the region suffers
from a lack of coordinated efforts. Despite
the recognized importance of initiatives like
information sharing, policy harmonization,
and capacity building (Mahdi, 2025), Iraq
and its neighbors face disparities in legal
frameworks, weak security infrastructure,
and insufficient coordination, undermining
collective efficacy. This research addresses a
critical gap by systematically analyzing and
designing a  comprehensive  strategic
cooperation framework. It aims to integrate
technical, financial, and organizational-
environmental dimensions to enhance
regional collaboration, offering policymakers
a practical, context-sensitive model to curb
drug proliferation and promote sustainable
security and development in the Middle East.
Methodology

This research employs a quantitative
descriptive-analytical methodology to
analyze and design a framework for security
cooperation between Iraq and its neighboring
countries in combating drug trafficking. The
study aims to systematically examine
numerical data and extract quantitative
patterns related to threat levels and
institutional capacities, thereby generating
reliable and policy-applicable results for
security planning. Utilizing applied and
descriptive-analytical research, it focuses on

collected data to describe the current state of
drug trafficking, including its routes and
intensity, while quantitatively analyzing
relationships ~ between  security  and
institutional  indicators. The statistical
population consists of official national and
international data on drug trafficking and
institutional capacities from 2015 to 2024,
with  purposive, data-driven sampling
ensuring the analysis of valid and relevant
information. Sourced from authoritative
entities such as the United Nations,
INTERPOL, national databases, and annual
security reports, the secondary data enables
trend analysis and cross-country
comparisons, enhancing the study's scientific
rigor. Data is organized into analyzable
tables and databases, with statistical software
used for descriptive statistics, trend analysis,
correlation, and quantitative modeling. The
findings are intended to yield a practical
policy and operational framework for
enhancing regional security collaboration,
ensuring the outcomes are grounded in robust
data and precise analysis for use by security
and international institutions in planning and
decision-making.

Results and Discussion

The research findings establish that the
feasibility of regional cooperation between
Iraq and its neighbors is a multidimensional
construct shaped by the synergistic interplay
of three core dimensions: technical, financial,
and  organizational-environmental.  The
technical dimension provides the operational
infrastructure and standardization for border
management. The financial dimension
ensures resource sustainability and reduces
dependence on external aid. Critically, the
organizational-environmental — dimension—
encompassing legal frameworks, political
stability, and inter-state trust—acts as a
conditional and determining factor; its
strength or weakness has the most significant
impact on overall cooperation -capacity,
potentially enabling or undermining the other
two dimensions. SWOT analyses for each
axis revealed specific strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats, which informed
the development of staged scenarios. A short-
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term focus addresses immediate technical
gaps, a medium-term phase builds legal and
financial frameworks, and a long-term vision
aims for structured, data-driven regional
collaboration. A prioritized action plan
highlights political stability, binding legal
agreements, trust-building, and a joint
financial fund as high-priority factors,
providing a clear, evidence-based roadmap
for policymakers to transition from reactive
measures to sustainable, networked regional
cooperation.

Conclusion

This research aimed to assess the feasibility
of regional cooperation between Iraq and its
neighboring countries and to develop a
practical model for enhancing sustainable,
data-driven collaboration. The findings
reveal that effective regional cooperation is a
networked  function of three core,
interdependent dimensions: technical,
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