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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Article type: The Islamic Revolution of Iran is the most important contemporary
Research Paper Islamic movement that is considered a symbol of Islamism in the
present era. This revolution was a movement that, due to its unique
characteristics, surprised all thinkers and appeared as a mystery to
analysts. Islamic beliefs, leadership, and institutions have played an

ﬁglecil\?eg?sggrl\)/,[:arch important role in Middle Eastern politics. As it can be said, the history
2025 ’ and beliefs of Shiite Islam were the foundation of the ideology of the
Revised: November 27, Islamic Revolution and one of its most important roots. On the other
2025 hand, after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the discussion of the
Accepted: April 28, export of the revolution and the impact of the Islamic Revolution of Iran
2026 on Islamic societies became prominent. This research seeks to answer
Published: April 28, the question of what is the geopolitical perspective of civilizations and
2026 Iran's position in the formation of a new Islamic civilization. This

research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and in a
library format. The results of the research showed that the values and
doctrinal principles of Islam caused Iran's geopolitical position to react
to the existing situation and create the Islamic Revolution of Iran. On
the other hand, the Islamic Revolution of Iran, by giving importance and
priority to Islam, reviving Islamic identity and awakening Muslims, as
well as empowering Muslims at the national and international levels,
has led to the formation of the foundations of a new Islamic civilization
in the Middle East.
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Introduction

While civilizational studies have traditionally been
viewed through a historical lens, there is a critical
need to transition toward "civilization as an
analytical approach" to understand complex social
phenomena. The central problem lies in the
analytical impasse faced by conventional
sociological and international relations theories
when interpreting events of a civilizational scale,
such as the Arbaeen pilgrimage. Standard
frameworks of social solidarity-ranging from
Rousseau’s social contracts and Hobbesian
authority to Durkheim’s structuralism-fail to
explain the unique, transcendental, and faith-
driven cohesion manifested in this global
gathering. These secular models are often limited
to state-centric or regional levels of analysis,
proving inadequate for capturing the essence of
the "Ummah" as a dynamic socio-cultural unit.
This conceptual gap suggests that without a
civilizational perspective, the Arbaecen walk is
reduced to a mere ritual rather than being
recognized as the vital infrastructure for a "New
Islamic Civilization." Therefore, this research
addresses the necessity of shifting the level of
analysis from micro-social groups to a
civilizational scale. By aligning the concept of the
Ummah with civilizational human relations, this
study seeks to overcome the limitations of
Western social theories and provide a robust
framework for interpreting the spiritual and
geopolitical dimensions of contemporary Islamic
movements.

Methodology

"This research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology, utilizing a library-based approach
for data collection. By systematically reviewing
and synthesizing a wide range of academic
literature,  including books, peer-reviewed
journals, and historical documents, the study first
describes  the theoretical foundations of
civilizational analysis and the concept of the
'Ummah.' Subsequently, an analytical framework
is applied to interpret the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a
contemporary socio-political phenomenon. This
qualitative approach allows for a deep exploration
of the subject matter, moving beyond mere data
collection to provide a critical interpretation of
how spiritual movements can serve as the
infrastructure for a New Islamic Civilization. The
reliance on authoritative scholarly sources ensures
that the findings are grounded in established
discourse while offering a novel synthesis of the

relationship between social solidarity and
civilizational identity."

Results and Discussion

The Islamic Revolution of Iran fundamentally
transformed regional geopolitics by introducing
Shia political Islam as a potent ideological
challenge to Western imperialism. Central to this
paradigm is the "Geopolitics of Resistance"-a
concept often described as "geopolitics from
below"-which represents the cultural, political, and
moral forces within civil society that challenge the
military and economic dominance of hegemonic
powers. Rooted in the Ashura paradigm and the
principles of rationality, spirituality, and justice,
this framework views the struggle against
oppression not merely as a political endeavor but
as a spiritual mission. By redefining power
through the lens of political Shiism, the revolution
has empowered marginalized movements to resist
systemic injustice, positioning Islamic values as a
transformative alternative to the materialistic
global order.

Conclusion

Religion has emerged as a fundamental source of
social and political power, necessitating a shift
from traditional geopolitics toward a framework
that incorporates ideological and identity-based
dynamics. In this context, the *'Geopolitics of
Resistance', particularly within the framework of
critical geopolitics, focuses on counter-hegemonic
struggles where the Ashura paradigm serves as the
ultimate model of spiritual and political resilience.
Iran occupies a unique strategic position in this
landscape, possessing the capacity to resist
Western normative pressures while exporting its
revolutionary values to the 'Shatterbelt' region.
The rise of revolutionary Islam following the 1979
Revolution transformed the American security
perspective, replacing secular nationalism with a
perceived threat of 'Islamic fundamentalism.' This
profound shift has led many observers to view
Iranian-style political Islam as a central force that
challenges the global status quo and unites the
Islamic world through a discourse of 'the power of
the powerless' and religious authority.
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