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The Declaration on the Right to Development, emphasizing the necessity
of popular participation in the development process, explicitly affirms the
right of states to exercise full sovereignty over their wealth and natural
resources. In this context, oil and gas resources, as one of the world's most
critical energy sources and a primary revenue stream for host states, hold a
strategic position in formulating economic policies. Given that the
traditional approach considers state sovereignty over natural resources as
absolute, the central question of this research is whether exercising
sovereignty over oil and gas resources based on "Good Governance"
indicators leads to an improvement in the quality of implementing the
Right to Development. The research findings indicate that the exploitation
of the oil and gas industry can only play an effective role in the qualitative
realization of the Right to Development if sovereignty is exercised based
on the principles of good governance in four key areas: "concluding
investment contracts," "privatization," "environmental protection," and
"fair distribution of wealth." Although the significance of the oil and gas
sector has been emphasized in development plan documents, particularly
the Sixth Development Plan, unfortunately, no serious or efficient action
has been observed in the legislative and executive stages; this neglect has
also persisted in the Seventh Development Plan.
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Introduction

Despite the adoption of the UN Declaration on the
Right to Development (1986), which establishes
development as an inalienable human right and
imposes primary responsibility on states to ensure
people-centered, equitable, and participatory
development, a persistent gap remains between
legal commitments and practical
implementation—particularly in the management
of natural resources such as oil and gas. Traditional
state sovereignty over these resources has
increasingly been challenged by the emerging
doctrine of "responsible sovereignty," which, as
reinforced by international instruments like the
Rio+20 outcome document, demands governance
based on  principles of transparency,
accountability, rule of law, and anti-corruption
(i.e., good governance). The core problem,
therefore, is whether and how the exercise of state
sovereignty over oil and gas resources, when
aligned with good governance indicators, can
effectively realize the right to development. This
study specifically investigates whether the
application of good governance principles in
national laws and development programs translates
into tangible achievement of the right to
development, or whether the discretionary control
of resource revenues by states continues to hinder
equitable distribution, public participation, and the
fulfillment of international human rights
obligations.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
method. The sources used include books,
international documents, and articles, with data
collection carried out through a note-taking
technique as the study tool.

Results and Discussion

The right to development, as enshrined in the 1986
UN Declaration, is no longer a mere theoretical
aspiration but an operational framework requiring
accountable  and  transparent  governance
structures. This study conclusively demonstrates
that the exercise of sovereignty over oil and gas
resources leads to the realization of the right to
development only when it is aligned with the
principles of good  governance—namely
participation, rule of law, transparency,
responsiveness, consensus-orientation, equity,
effectiveness, and accountability. In contrast, the
absence of good governance traps resource-rich
countries in the "resource curse" characterized by
corruption, weak institutions, environmental
degradation, and unequal wealth distribution. The
case of Iran serves as a critical empirical example:
despite possessing vast hydrocarbon reserves,

systemic weaknesses in governance—including
lack of transparency in contracts, incomplete
privatization, insufficient environmental
protection, and inequitable revenue distribution—
have consistently hindered sustainable
development and the fulfillment of the right to
development. Therefore, the transition from a
resource-dependent economy to a development-
oriented one is not automatic; it requires a
fundamental redefinition of the state's role from a
rentier controller to a facilitator and regulator. In
the current era of global energy transition,
adopting good governance principles—such as
joining the Extractive Industries Transparency
Initiative (EITI), fostering public participation, and
ensuring a just transition—is not merely a legal
obligation but a strategic necessity for Iran and
similar countries to escape the resource curse and
genuinely realize the right to development for all
citizens.

Conclusion

The final answer to the research question is that the
exercise of sovereignty over oil and gas resources
leads to the realization of the right to development
only if it is carried out within the framework of a
dynamic, forward-looking system of good
governance. Such governance must
simultaneously pursue three objectives: first, the
optimal management of existing hydrocarbon
resources with maximum transparency and value
creation; second, accelerating a just transition
towards renewable energy and clean technologies
to keep pace with global transformations; and
third, guaranteeing the rights of future generations
through environmental protection and investment
in human development. Therefore, reforming the
governance system in the oil and gas sector—with
an emphasis on transparency, accountability,
public participation, and the rule of law—is not a
political option but an unavoidable strategic
necessity to ensure the realization of the right to
development and to determine Iran's position on
the global energy and development map of the
twenty-first century.
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1 Ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

2 Increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix

3 Double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency

4 Enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and technology
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