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has emerged in recent years as an effective tool for advancing national
interests and representing state identities within the international
system. Relying on its cultural, civilizational, religious, and scientific
capacities, the Islamic Republic of Iran has utilized this instrument to
strengthen its soft power and disseminate its identity patterns.
Accordingly, the central research question is: What position does the
educational diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran hold in the
process of disseminating and institutionalizing identity patterns in the
international arena, and through what mechanisms does it pursue this
objective? In response, the research hypothesis posits that through the
purposeful utilization of tools such as attracting international students,
granting scholarships, developing overseas academic activities, and
promoting the Persian-Islamic language and culture, Iran's educational
diplomacy is capable of contributing to the reproduction and
consolidation of identity patterns and strengthening the country's soft
power at regional and trans-regional levels. However, the realization of
this goal remains contingent upon a coherent strategy and institutional
coordination. The theoretical framework of this research is based on
Joseph Nye’s Soft Power theory and the Constructivist approach in
international relations, which emphasize the role of identity, discourse,
and cultural attraction in the behavior of international actors. The
findings indicate that Iran’s educational diplomacy possesses significant
potential for transmitting identity meanings and values; nonetheless,
challenges such as institutional inconsistency, structural limitations, and
international political pressures have constrained its efficacy.
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Introduction

While civilizational studies have traditionally been
viewed through a historical lens, there is a critical
need to transition toward "civilization as an
analytical approach" to understand complex social
phenomena. The central problem lies in the
analytical impasse faced by conventional
sociological and international relations theories
when interpreting events of a civilizational scale,
such as the Arbaeen pilgrimage. Standard
frameworks of social solidarity-ranging from
Rousseau’s social contracts and Hobbesian
authority to Durkheim’s structuralism-fail to
explain the unique, transcendental, and faith-
driven cohesion manifested in this global
gathering. These secular models are often limited
to state-centric or regional levels of analysis,
proving inadequate for capturing the essence of
the "Ummah" as a dynamic socio-cultural unit.
This conceptual gap suggests that without a
civilizational perspective, the Arbaecen walk is
reduced to a mere ritual rather than being
recognized as the vital infrastructure for a "New
Islamic Civilization." Therefore, this research
addresses the necessity of shifting the level of
analysis from micro-social groups to a
civilizational scale. By aligning the concept of the
Ummah with civilizational human relations, this
study seeks to overcome the limitations of
Western social theories and provide a robust
framework for interpreting the spiritual and
geopolitical dimensions of contemporary Islamic
movements.

Methodology

"This research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology, utilizing a library-based approach
for data collection. By systematically reviewing
and synthesizing a wide range of academic
literature,  including books, peer-reviewed
journals, and historical documents, the study first
describes  the theoretical foundations of
civilizational analysis and the concept of the
'Ummah.' Subsequently, an analytical framework
is applied to interpret the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a
contemporary socio-political phenomenon. This
qualitative approach allows for a deep exploration
of the subject matter, moving beyond mere data
collection to provide a critical interpretation of
how spiritual movements can serve as the
infrastructure for a New Islamic Civilization. The
reliance on authoritative scholarly sources ensures
that the findings are grounded in established
discourse while offering a novel synthesis of the

relationship between social solidarity and
civilizational identity."

Results and Discussion

The Islamic Revolution of Iran fundamentally
transformed regional geopolitics by introducing
Shia political Islam as a potent ideological
challenge to Western imperialism. Central to this
paradigm is the "Geopolitics of Resistance"-a
concept often described as "geopolitics from
below"-which represents the cultural, political, and
moral forces within civil society that challenge the
military and economic dominance of hegemonic
powers. Rooted in the Ashura paradigm and the
principles of rationality, spirituality, and justice,
this framework views the struggle against
oppression not merely as a political endeavor but
as a spiritual mission. By redefining power
through the lens of political Shiism, the revolution
has empowered marginalized movements to resist
systemic injustice, positioning Islamic values as a
transformative alternative to the materialistic
global order.

Conclusion

Religion has emerged as a fundamental source of
social and political power, necessitating a shift
from traditional geopolitics toward a framework
that incorporates ideological and identity-based
dynamics. In this context, the *'Geopolitics of
Resistance', particularly within the framework of
critical geopolitics, focuses on counter-hegemonic
struggles where the Ashura paradigm serves as the
ultimate model of spiritual and political resilience.
Iran occupies a unique strategic position in this
landscape, possessing the capacity to resist
Western normative pressures while exporting its
revolutionary values to the 'Shatterbelt' region.
The rise of revolutionary Islam following the 1979
Revolution transformed the American security
perspective, replacing secular nationalism with a
perceived threat of 'Islamic fundamentalism.' This
profound shift has led many observers to view
Iranian-style political Islam as a central force that
challenges the global status quo and unites the
Islamic world through a discourse of 'the power of
the powerless' and religious authority.
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