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Contemporary developments in the international system indicate that
managing regional conflicts and preventing the escalation of crises has
become one of the most significant security and legal challenges. The aim
of this study is to analyze the historical transformations and examine
international peacekeeping practices in the region with a particular
emphasis on the Gaza issue, as well as to evaluate the effectiveness of
legal and institutional mechanisms in managing this crisis. The research
method in this study is descriptive—analytical, and the data were collected
through a library-based approach using legal sources, international
documents, reports of international organizations, and relevant scholarly
studies. The findings of the research indicate that although the
international system possesses various tools and institutions for
maintaining peace and managing conflicts, the effectiveness of these
mechanisms in the Gaza crisis has been limited by political factors,
complex field conditions, and conflicting interests among different
actors. An examination of the historical developments and the
performance of institutions such as the United Nations Security Council,
humanitarian organizations, and diplomatic initiatives shows that
international actions have largely focused on temporary crisis
management and the mitigation of humanitarian consequences rather than
addressing the root causes of the conflict. Consequently, strengthening
coordination among international institutions, developing effective
monitoring mechanisms, and simultaneously addressing the political,
legal, and humanitarian dimensions of the crisis can significantly enhance
the effectiveness of the international peacekeeping system and contribute
to creating conditions conducive to sustainable peace in the region.
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Introduction

Maintaining international peace and security has
long been considered one of the fundamental
objectives of the contemporary international
system and is explicitly emphasized in the Charter
of the United Nations. In the aftermath of the
Second World War, the international community
sought to establish legal and institutional
mechanisms capable of preventing armed conflicts
and managing emerging crises. Within this
framework, peacekeeping operations, diplomatic
mediation, Security Council resolutions, and
humanitarian  activities have become key
instruments used by international organizations to
reduce tensions and stabilize conflict zones.
Nevertheless, the experience of regional crises in
recent decades demonstrates that the practical
implementation of these mechanisms often faces
significant challenges. One of the most prominent
examples of such challenges is the Gaza crisis,
which represents one of the most complex and
protracted conflicts in contemporary international
relations. This crisis encompasses not only military
and security dimensions but also deep-rooted
historical, political, economic, and humanitarian
aspects. Consequently, examining the role and
performance of international institutions in
addressing this crisis provides valuable insights
into the strengths and limitations of the global
peacekeeping framework. In this context, the
present study focuses on analyzing the historical
evolution of international peacekeeping practices
and assessing their effectiveness in managing the
Gaza crisis. The significance of this issue lies in
the fact that the Gaza crisis has generated extensive
humanitarian and security consequences for the
region while simultaneously serving as a critical
test for the international legal and institutional
mechanisms designed to preserve peace.
Therefore, a comprehensive analysis of this crisis
can contribute to identifying the limitations of
existing mechanisms and proposing approaches
that may enhance the effectiveness of international
peacekeeping efforts in the future.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical research
approach in order to examine the historical
developments and international peacekeeping
practices related to the Gaza crisis. The required
data were collected through a library-based
method, including academic books, peer-reviewed
articles in the fields of international law and
international relations, United Nations documents
and resolutions, reports issued by international
organizations, and analytical studies addressing
the Gaza conflict. In the first stage of the research,
the theoretical framework of international
peacekeeping and its evolution within the

international system was examined. Subsequently,
the historical developments of the Gaza crisis and
the role of different actors involved in the conflict
were analyzed. In the following stage, the
performance of international institutions—
particularly the United Nations Security Council,
humanitarian  organizations, and diplomatic
mediation initiatives—was evaluated in order to
assess their effectiveness in managing the crisis.
Furthermore, through content analysis of relevant
international documents and reports, the study
explored the extent to which existing peacekeeping
mechanisms have succeeded in reducing tensions
and mitigating the humanitarian consequences of
the conflict. This methodological approach allows
for a comprehensive examination of both the
theoretical foundations of  international
peacekeeping and the practical realities associated
with the management of complex regional
conflicts such as the Gaza crisis.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that
international peacekeeping mechanisms have
undergone significant transformation over time,
evolving from limited supervisory roles into
multidimensional frameworks that incorporate
diplomatic, legal, and humanitarian measures.
Despite these developments, the case study of the
Gaza crisis demonstrates that the practical
effectiveness of these mechanisms remains
constrained by several structural and political
factors. One of the most significant challenges
arises from the influence of geopolitical
considerations and power rivalries within
international institutions, particularly within the
United Nations Security Council. In many cases,
disagreements among major powers have delayed
or limited the implementation of decisive measures
aimed at effectively managing the crisis.
Moreover, the complex realities on the ground in
Gaza-including high population density, fragile
infrastructure, and recurring cycles of violence-
have made the implementation of international
initiatives particularly difficult. As a result, many
international responses have primarily focused on
humanitarian assistance and short-term crisis
management rather than addressing the deeper
structural causes of the conflict.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Gaza crisis illustrates the
broader challenges faced by the international
community in maintaining peace and security in
regions characterized by protracted and
multidimensional conflicts. While the
international system possesses numerous legal and
institutional tools designed to prevent and manage



Geography and Regional Planning, Vol 16. Issue 1, 2026

448

conflicts, achieving sustainable peace requires a
comprehensive and multidimensional approach
that integrates legal, political, economic, and
Strengthening
international monitoring mechanisms, promoting
inclusive multilateral mediation processes, and
improving coordination among international
institutions are essential steps toward enhancing
the effectiveness of global peacekeeping efforts. In
addition, integrating economic reconstruction and
human development initiatives into peacebuilding

humanitarian strategies.

strategies may help reduce the underlying
conditions that perpetuate instability and violence.
Ultimately, the effectiveness of international
peacekeeping in complex crises such as the Gaza
conflict will depend on the ability of the
international community to coordinate legal
frameworks, diplomatic initiatives, and
humanitarian actions within a coherent and
sustainable peacebuilding strategy.
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