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structure and meaning of a text. The novel "Paideh" by Belghis
Soleimani, rooted in the cultural and climatic context of the Kerman
) ) region, demonstrates an example of this approach. This article aims to
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Introduction

In contemporary Persian fiction, climate and
ecosystem are no longer mere backgrounds
for narrative events but rather function as
dynamic, constitutive elements that shape
spatial atmosphere, character identity, and
narrative direction. This recognition has given
rise to 'regional literature" (adabiyéat-e
eqlimi), a significant branch of contemporary
fiction in which indigenous elements and folk
culture are reflected in the narrative. Iranian
regional literature, which emerged in the
1960s and flourished through the works of
writers such as Gholamhossein Sa'edi, has
been further developed by contemporary
authors including Belqis Soleimani, who has
established a profound connection between
climate and narrative in her works. Her novel
"Piadeh" (The Pedestrian), set in the cultural
and social context of Kerman province—
particularly the Rabor region—exemplifies
this approach through its use of local
vocabulary and expressions, proverbs,
marriage customs, traditional clothing, local
cuisine, folk beliefs, games, livelihoods, and
eco-inspired imagery. Despite the growing
body of research on regional literature, most
studies have remained limited to identifying
and cataloging indigenous elements, with
insufficient attention paid to the dynamic role
these elements play in shaping narrative
structure, deepening characterization, and
producing meaning.  Furthermore, no
independent, comprehensive study has
specifically examined how regional elements
function in Soleimani's "Piadeh" to construct
narrative space, develop characters, and
generate thematic depth. This gap is
particularly significant given that Soleimani's
works, deeply rooted in the cultural and
climatic context of Kerman, offer a rich
corpus for understanding the interplay
between geography, culture, and literary
expression. Therefore, this research aims to
investigate the manifestations of regionalism
in "Piadeh" by analyzing the role of
geographical, biological, and cultural
components in shaping narrative structure,
characterization, and meaning production,
employing a descriptive-analytical approach

grounded in the theoretical foundations of
regional literature and cultural criticism. By
examining how climate and folk culture
extend beyond mere descriptive detail to
become active, structural elements that drive
plot development, enrich character portrayal,
and enhance semantic capacities, this study
seeks to demonstrate that "Piadeh" serves not
only as a platform for recognizing regional
identity but also as a model for the coherent
and artistic integration of literature and
climate within narrative form.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach and is conducted using a qualitative
method based on library-based data
collection. The study aims to analyze the
manifestations of regionalism (eqlim-garayi)
in Belqis Soleimani's novel "Piadeh" (The
Pedestrian) by examining the role of
geographical, biological, and cultural
components in shaping narrative structure,
characterization, and meaning production.
The data for this research were collected
through the systematic review and analysis of
primary and secondary sources, including the
novel "Piadeh" itself, scholarly books,
research articles, academic theses,
dictionaries of local dialects, and
ethnographic studies on the culture, customs,
and folklore of Kerman province, particularly
the Rabor region. The collected data were then
analyzed using a thematic analysis method,
focusing on identifying, categorizing, and
interpreting the various manifestations of
regional elements within the narrative. The
analytical framework draws upon the
theoretical foundations of regional literature,
cultural criticism, and the sociology of
literature, with particular attention to the five
key regional domains of Iranian fiction
(North, South, Khorasan, Kermanshah, and
Azerbaijan) and the specific characteristics of
Kerman's regional literature as reflected in the
works of writers such as Mohammad Ebrahim
Bastani Parizi, Houshang Moradi Kermani,
and Belgis Soleimani. The analysis
systematically examines a wide range of
regional components, including local
vocabulary and dialectical expressions (with
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phonetic transcription), proverbs and sayings,
marriage customs and rituals (such as
courtship, bride price, dowry, wedding
ceremonies, and post-wedding traditions),
traditional clothing (including chador and
chaghchor), local cuisine (such as eshkene),
folk beliefs (including medical beliefs,
superstitions, and religious practices),
representations of poverty and livelihood,
indigenous games (such as torneh-bazi and
card games), occupational  practices
(including carpet weaving, gelim weaving,
pateh embroidery, and animal husbandry),
regional place names, and eco-inspired
imagery and literary devices (similes,
metaphors, and metonymies rooted in local
geography and culture). Through this
comprehensive analysis, the study aims to
demonstrate how these regional elements
transcend mere decorative description to
function as dynamic, structural components
that actively contribute to plot development,
character depth, narrative atmosphere, and the
production of social, cultural, and identity-
related meanings. The research also examines
the relationship between climate, culture, and
language in  shaping the narrative,
highlighting how Soleimani uses regional
elements to reflect the dialectical relationship
between human beings and their environment,
while also revealing social structures, power
dynamics, gender relations, and individual
agency within the specific cultural context of
rural Kerman.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study reveal that Belqis
Soleimani's novel "Piadeh" (The Pedestrian)
is a rich example of regional literature in
which geographical, biological, and cultural
components function not merely as decorative
background elements but as dynamic,
structural forces that actively shape narrative
development, character construction, and
meaning production. The analysis identified a
wide range of regional elements operating at
multiple levels of the text, including local
vocabulary and dialectical expressions (such
as "segerme" for frown, "holok holok" for
arriving hastily, "esmalu" for Ismail, "neye
qalyun" for a thin person, "zamharir" for

extreme cold, "ket-o-koloft" for thick, "ase
1a8" for tattered, "Selal" for hanging, "oxt" for
familiar, "heys-o-beys" for commotion, "Sele
pal" for crushed, and "dabang" for a foolish
person), proverbs and sayings (including "ab-
e xo§ az gelu-ye man payin naraf"' meaning
"water did not go down my throat" for
distress, "naxorde nan-e gandom dide be daste
mardom" for learning from others'
experiences, "asemun ke be zamin nemiyad"
for the situation is not that serious, "az xar-e¢
Seytan piyade $o" for stop being stubborn,
"kale-a$ bu-ye qorme-sabzi mide" for political
talk, "agl-e mardom be c¢eSm-eSun-e" for
people judge by appearances, "atdyas ro be
legdyas mibaxSam" for reluctantly giving
something up, and "abi nemibine Senagar-¢
mahri ast" for hidden talents). The results
demonstrate that these linguistic elements are
not simply inserted for local color but are
woven into the fabric of dialogue, interior
monologue, and narrative voice, contributing
to the authenticity of character speech, the
establishment of a distinct narrative
atmosphere, and the expression of cultural
identity. The discussion further reveals that
marriage customs and rituals—including
courtship (xastegari), bride price (Sirbaha),
dowry (jahiziyeh), wedding ceremonies
(arusi), the "band-andazun" (makeup
ceremony), the marriage contract (aqd), post-
wedding traditions (such as "kaci" preparation
and "pagosa"), the "Sab-e SiSeh" (sixth-night
celebration) with child-naming ceremonies,
and Friday night customs involving charitable
acts and offerings for the deceased—serve to
illuminate social structures, power dynamics,
and collective interventions in private life,
particularly reflecting the limited agency of
women within traditional marriage systems.
The analysis of folk beliefs, including medical
beliefs (such as the use of herbal remedies like
gol-e gavzaban for calming, kolpure for
stomach pain, bumadaran for diarrhea, and
kangar in yogurt), superstitious beliefs (such
as the burning of espand for protection against
the evil eye, and the mythical creature "Al"
believed to harm newborns), and religious
practices (such as vows and offerings, the
recitation of "Ghaside-ye Moskel-gosa,"
cooking nazri like a8 and Sole-zard, mourning
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ceremonies for Imam Hussein, and sending
salavat), function as narrative mechanisms for
portraying characters' helplessness, hope, and
reliance on the supernatural in times of crisis.
The results indicate that the representation of
poverty, including food  insecurity,
unemployment, and the shame and hardship
experienced by families, is a recurring theme,
reflecting the economic marginalization of
rural communities and its impact on family
dynamics, particularly the vulnerability of
women and children. The study also identifies
indigenous games such as "torneh-bazi" (a
game played with a twisted scarf during night
gatherings) and card playing, which serve as
social activities that bring communities
together but also highlight underlying
tensions and conflicts. The analysis of
livelihood  practices—including  carpet
weaving (qali-bafi), gelim weaving (gelim-
bafi), pateh embroidery (patte-duzi), animal
husbandry (including shepherding and
livestock ownership), and other occupational
activities—reveals the economic foundation
of the community and the central role of
women in sustaining household economies
through their practical skills and resilience.
The discussion highlights that regional place
names (such as Anduhjerd, Gadar-e Kafnu,
and the Jameh Mosque of Kerman) and local
cuisine (such as "eSkene") anchor the narrative
in a specific geographic reality, while eco-
inspired imagery—including similes such as
"like a willow trembling" for fear and "yellow
like turmeric" for pallor—draws on the local
environment to create vivid, -culturally
grounded literary figures. The study
concludes that the regional elements in
"Piadeh" operate simultaneously on multiple
levels: as markers of regional identity and
authenticity; as narrative devices that advance
plot and deepen characterization; as aesthetic
tools that create a rich, textured literary
language; and as sociological windows into
the lived experiences, struggles, and resilience
of rural communities in Kerman, particularly
women. Through the use of these elements,
Soleimani creates a powerful dialectical
relationship between human beings and their
environment, revealing how  cultural

traditions, economic conditions, and social
norms shape individual agency, collective
identity, and the production of meaning within
a specific regional context. Ultimately, the
findings demonstrate that "Piadeh" transcends
mere representation of local color to become a
profound exploration of the interplay between
geography, culture, and human experience,
offering readers not only an immersive
engagement with the world of rural Kerman
but also a deeper understanding of the
universal themes of survival, resistance, hope,
and transformation through the lens of
regional specificity.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Belqis Soleimani's
novel "Piadeh" (The Pedestrian) stands as a
significant example of contemporary Iranian
regional literature in which geographical,
biological, and cultural components are not
merely decorative embellishments but rather
dynamic, constitutive elements that actively
shape narrative structure, deepen
characterization, and generate layered
meanings. Through a comprehensive analysis
of the novel's regional components—
including local vocabulary and dialectical
expressions, proverbs and sayings, marriage
customs and rituals, traditional clothing, local
cuisine, folk beliefs (both medical and
superstitious), religious practices,
representations of poverty, indigenous games,
livelihood practices and occupational skills,
regional place names, and eco-inspired
literary imagery—the research demonstrates
how these elements are woven into the very
fabric of the narrative. The findings reveal that
the folk cultural elements in "Piadeh"
simultaneously serve multiple functions: as
markers of regional identity and authenticity,
as narrative devices that advance plot and
develop characters, as aesthetic tools that
create a rich literary language rooted in local
environment, and as sociological lenses for
understanding  the lived  experiences,
struggles, and resilience of rural communities
in Kerman, particularly women. The novel's
representation of women emerges as a central
theme, with female characters portrayed not as
passive recipients of circumstance but as
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active agents of survival and continuity,
whose practical skills, economic activities,
and emotional endurance sustain both their
families and their communities within the
constraints of traditional social structures. The
integration of religious and superstitious
beliefs—including  vows, prayers, the
recitation of "Ghaside-ye Moskel-gosa,"
offerings for the deceased, and protective
rituals against supernatural forces—functions
as a narrative mechanism for expressing
characters' helplessness, hope, and reliance on
faith in times of crisis, while marriage
customs and rituals illuminate power
dynamics, collective interventions in private
life, and the limited agency of women within
patriarchal systems. The analysis further
reveals that the representation of poverty, food
insecurity, and economic marginalization
underscores the harsh material conditions of
rural life and their profound impact on family
dynamics and individual psychology. The
novel's eco-inspired imagery, drawing on
local flora such as the willow tree, local colors
such as turmeric, and local landscapes, creates
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