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Unlike many historical sites, the ancient fabric of Shushtar is still livable
and provides a living context for the simultaneous study of physical
structures and social actions of the past and present. This research was
conducted with a qualitative approach, descriptive-analytical method and
tools such as document content analysis, field observation and the
“archaeology of space” approach. The theoretical framework is based on
the concepts of “spatial hierarchy”, “territory” and “social interaction”,
and its central question is the pattern of spatial organization of passages
and the role of social actions in shaping it. The findings show that the
communication network of the ancient fabric, despite the lack of a
predetermined plan, has an organic and hierarchical order that has
evolved in interaction with the social, cultural and climatic needs of the
inhabitants. The “physical components of the territory” — especially the
hierarchy of passages (main arteries, secondary routes, private and semi-
private passages) — have been an effective tool in shaping the intra-urban
network and strengthening social interactions. Socio-cultural principles
such as privacy and sanctity have also played a key role in defining the
boundaries of the territory, forming the sabats, darbands and residential
entrances, and have organized the spatial structure in a way that supports
security, social cohesion and spatial hierarchy. Simultaneous analysis of
physical and social data shows that public, semi-public and private spaces
in Shushtar have not only had a biological function, but also acted as
cultural intermediaries to transmit values and strengthen local solidarity.
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Introduction

The spatial organization of traditional urban
fabrics reflects the complex relationship
between physical structures and social
interactions. In historical Iranian cities,
communication networks have gradually
evolved under the influence of environmental,
cultural, religious, and security factors,
establishing connections among individuals,
families, neighborhoods, and the wider urban
community. Streets, alleys, marketplaces,
squares, and semi-private spaces collectively
form a hierarchical spatial system that
facilitates movement, defines territorial
boundaries, and supports social relationships.
The historic fabric of Shushtar represents a
valuable example of this relationship because
it remains a living urban environment in
which traditional patterns of social life
continue. Unlike many archaeological sites
that are examined primarily through their
physical remains, Shushtar provides an
opportunity to investigate the interaction
between built structures and ongoing social
activities. This study examines the spatial
organization of the communication network in
old Shushtar and explores how social
interactions have contributed to its formation.
It focuses on the hierarchy of streets and the
distinction between public, semi-public, and
private spaces to understand how territorial
characteristics shape urban connectivity and
strengthen neighborhood relationships.
Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine the spatial organization
of the communication network in the historic
fabric of Shushtar. Data were collected
through documentary research, historical
evidence, and analysis of the urban fabric. The
study investigates street hierarchy, territorial
boundaries, and the relationships between
public, semi-public, and private spaces to
understand how spatial structures have
developed through social interactions and
residents’ needs over time

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the communication
network in the historic fabric of Shushtar
follows an organic and hierarchical pattern
that developed gradually rather than according
to a predetermined plan. Its formation reflects
the interaction of residents’ social, cultural,
environmental, and security needs over time.

The street network can be classified into main
urban arteries, principal streets, secondary
streets, and access routes leading to residential
units. Each category performs a distinct
function according to its dimensions,
geometric characteristics, adjacent land uses,
and position within the urban network. This
hierarchy  facilitates movement while
establishing connections between the city,
neighborhoods, and individual dwellings. The
findings also demonstrate that territorial
characteristics play a significant role in
organizing urban space and shaping social
relationships. Public spaces, including the
bazaar and main streets, provide settings for
interaction among different social groups and
connect various neighborhoods. Secondary
streets and residential access routes create
more localized environments in which
residents can move, communicate, and
maintain neighborhood relationships. Some
narrow passages and cul-de-sacs function as
semi-public spaces, with their boundaries
sometimes defined by covered entrances,
known as sabats, or by sharp turns that restrict
direct access and distinguish shared areas
from private domains. These spatial
transitions establish a gradual relationship
between public, semi-public, and private
spaces. The study further indicates that the
physical structure of Shushtar’s streets cannot
be understood solely as a system for
circulation. Instead, the network represents a
spatial framework that reflects social practices
and contributes to the continuity of local life.
The hierarchy of routes and the definition of
territorial ~ boundaries  help  organize
interactions at different scales, from
individual households to neighborhoods and
the wider urban community. Overall, the
findings emphasize that the historic
communication network of Shushtar emerged
through the continuous interaction between
spatial organization and everyday social
activities, demonstrating the importance of
considering social and territorial dimensions
in understanding and conserving traditional
urban fabrics.

Conclusion

The results demonstrate that the historic
communication network  of  Shushtar
developed organically through the interaction
of social activities, cultural values,
environmental conditions, and residents’
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needs. Its hierarchical structure, comprising
main arteries, principal and secondary streets,
and residential access routes, organizes
movement and establishes connections
between different urban levels. The findings
indicate that territorial boundaries and the
gradual transition between public, semi-
public, and private spaces play an essential
role in shaping social interactions and
strengthening neighborhood relationships.
Public streets and the bazaar facilitate
interaction among diverse social groups,
while narrower passages and residential alleys
provide more intimate settings for local
communication. These spatial distinctions
help define access, privacy, and collective use
within the urban fabric. The study concludes
that the street network of old Shushtar should
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