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The religious education of students in Iranian statutory law is part of the
official mission of the education system and an example of the
government's executive obligations in the field of public education.
Official laws and documents, including the Constitution, the Law on the
Goals and Duties of the Ministry of Education, the Fundamental
Transformation Document, and the National Curriculum, have
emphasized the development of faith, strengthening the foundations of
faith, religious education, moral development, and the realization of a
good life. The main issue of the present study is that these goals can only
be realized if they are transferred from the level of documentary and legal
expression to school-based executive programs, curriculum, educational
activities, administrative structure, human resources, educational
resources, and school facilities. The present study examines the
government's executive duties towards the religious education of students
using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on legal sources,
education documents, and related research. The research findings show
that the government is obliged to transform the legal goals of religious
education into specific, staged, and assessable programs in schools,
establish a link between the official curriculum and educational activities,
foresee a mechanism for coordination, monitoring, and evaluation, and
provide the necessary structures, resources, facilities, and human
resources. Accordingly, religious education in the formal education
system is a goal that can be demanded and depends on institutional
accountability, not a matter of taste, occasion, or mere rhetoric.
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Introduction

Religious and ideological education is an
important dimension of formal education in
Iran and is recognized in the country’s legal
and educational documents as part of the
government’s responsibilities. The
Constitution, the Law on the Objectives and
Duties of the Ministry of Education, the
Fundamental Transformation Document of
Education, and the National Curriculum
emphasize the development of faith, the
strengthening of religious beliefs, moral
growth, and the pursuit of a desirable way of
life. However, the inclusion of these
objectives in laws and policy documents does
not necessarily guarantee their effective
implementation in schools. Achieving these
goals requires coordinated executive
measures, including curriculum development,
the organization of educational and
extracurricular activities, the provision of
qualified personnel and learning resources,
and the establishment of effective monitoring
and evaluation mechanisms. Accordingly, the
central issue is how the government’s legal
obligations concerning students’ religious
education can be translated into practical,
measurable, and accountable actions. This
study examines these obligations under
Iranian positive law and analyzes their
institutional, educational, financial, and
supervisory dimensions, while considering
their broader geopolitical implications.
Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method based on Iranian positive law, official
educational documents, and relevant scholarly
research. It examines the government’s
executive obligations regarding students’
religious education by analyzing
constitutional provisions, educational
legislation, and policy documents. The
analysis identifies the institutional, curricular,
human resource, financial, and supervisory
requirements necessary to translate legal
objectives into effective and accountable
educational practices.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the government’s
obligations regarding students’ religious
education extend beyond formulating laws
and educational policies. Iranian legal and
educational documents establish religious
development as an official educational

objective that requires practical
implementation. First, legal goals must be
translated into clearly defined, structured, and
assessable school programs. Second, formal
curricula should be coordinated with
extracurricular and educational activities to
ensure consistency in students’ learning
experiences. Third, effective implementation
depends on providing qualified educational
personnel, appropriate teaching materials,
sufficient facilities, and necessary financial
resources. Fourth, administrative
coordination, continuous supervision, and
systematic evaluation are essential for
monitoring  progress and  identifying
implementation gaps. The findings also
emphasize the importance of equitable
resource distribution, particularly among
schools with different levels of access to
educational and cultural facilities. Moreover,
the growing influence of social media and
digital content highlights the need for relevant
and accessible educational resources that
address students’ religious questions. Overall,
religious education should be understood as
an institutional responsibility requiring
coordinated action, adequate resources, and
measurable outcomes rather than merely a
formal declaration of educational objectives.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the government’s
responsibility ~ for  students’  religious
education under Iranian positive law extends
beyond establishing educational objectives
and issuing formal policy documents.
Effective  implementation  requires a
comprehensive  system of coordinated
executive measures that connects legal
obligations with the actual conditions of
schools. The findings demonstrate that
religious education must be translated into
structured educational programs, coherent
curricula, purposeful extracurricular
activities, and measurable outcomes.
Achieving these objectives also depends on
qualified educational personnel, appropriate
learning resources, adequate facilities, and
sufficient financial support. Furthermore,
institutional coordination among educational
authorities and schools is essential to ensuring
that legal requirements are implemented
consistently. Continuous supervision and
systematic evaluation can help identify
weaknesses, assess educational outcomes, and
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improve the effectiveness of religious
education programs. Equitable distribution of
resources is equally important, as disparities
in facilities, personnel, and educational
opportunities  may  produce  unequal
implementation across different schools and
regions. Therefore, the government must
establish practical mechanisms that support
both the quality and accessibility of religious
education. The study also highlights the
importance of adapting educational strategies
to changing social and technological
conditions. The expansion of digital media
and social networks has created new spaces in
which students encounter religious ideas and
questions. Accordingly, educational
institutions need appropriate resources and
responsive approaches to address these
developments effectively. From a broader
geopolitical perspective, the implementation
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