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The elections to the Islamic Consultative Assembly, as the most central
mechanism for the realization of religious democracy, are a complex
management process whose quality directly affects social capital,
institutional trust, and political legitimacy. The present study aimed to
design an electoral performance improvement model with a
development-oriented management approach in Isfahan province. The
qualitative research method was based on Strauss and Corbin's data. The
statistical population included all individuals with direct experience in the
field of the Islamic Consultative Assembly elections in Isfahan province,
who were classified into five groups: political science professors,
members of executive and supervisory boards, members of parliament,
unsuccessful approved candidates, and disqualified candidates. Purposive
sampling was carried out with maximum diversity, and theoretical
saturation was achieved in the thirteenth interview; a total of 15 semi-
structured interviews were conducted. The data were analyzed using a
three-stage coding method in MAXQDA software. The results led to the
extraction of 152 open codes, 12 central categories, and 3 optional
categories. The core of the research was identified as “the structural
disconnect between formal rules, stakeholder behavior, and public trust.”
The final model was designed in three layers: the first layer included
seven structural components as independent variables (status analysis,
public participation, transparency and oversight, strengthening civil
society institutions, use of technology, education and information, and
effective oversight), the second layer included stakeholder actions at
three time points as a mediating variable, and the third
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Introduction

The 1970s and 1980s marked a significant turning
point in the development of the contemporary
global economy, as neoliberalism increasingly
shaped international political economy. Emerging
as a response to Keynesian welfare-state policies,
neoliberalism  emphasized  free  markets,
privatization, deregulation, and the reduction of
direct state intervention in economic activities. Its
intellectual foundations were strengthened by the
Mont Pelerin Society and the Chicago School,
while its practical implementation became
particularly visible under Margaret Thatcher in
Britain and Ronald Reagan in the United States.
International financial institutions, especially the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank,
played a central role in promoting market-oriented
reforms across national economies. The
establishment of the World Trade Organization
further accelerated trade liberalization and
economic integration. Through the Washington
Consensus and structural adjustment programs,
neoliberal policies became closely associated with
globalization and the restructuring of national
economic systems. However, their consequences
generated  considerable debate  concerning
economic inequality, national sovereignty,
financial instability, and the effectiveness of
development strategies. This article examines how
neoliberalism achieved dominance in the
international economy and analyzes its principal
mechanisms, institutional foundations, and
consequences for global economic relations.
Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
research method based on documentary and library
research. It examines scholarly books, articles, and
relevant documents to investigate the emergence,
theoretical ~ foundations, and international
expansion of neoliberalism. The analysis focuses
on the roles of international financial institutions,
the Washington Consensus, and structural
adjustment programs in shaping global economic
relations and national economic policies.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that neoliberalism has
become a dominant framework in the international
economy through the expansion of market-
oriented policies and the influence of international
financial institutions. Its intellectual development,
associated with the Mont Pelerin Society and the
Chicago School, challenged Keynesian economic
principles and promoted privatization,
deregulation, and a reduced direct role for the state.
This transformation contributed to the emergence
of regulatory states and the weakening of
traditional ~ welfare-state  arrangements. The
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank
became important instruments for encouraging

economic restructuring in national economies,
while the establishment of the World Trade
Organization strengthened trade liberalization and
global integration. The Washington Consensus
institutionalized these priorities through fiscal
discipline, tax reform, competitive exchange rates,
trade liberalization, foreign investment,
privatization, deregulation, and protection of
property rights. However, the article also finds that
implementing these policies without considering
countries’ institutional capacities and economic
conditions often produced serious difficulties,
including inequality, economic vulnerability, and
weakened domestic production. Criticism from
scholars such as Joseph Stiglitz highlighted the
ideological limitations of rapid privatization and
structural adjustment. The emergence of the Post-
Washington Consensus reflected attempts to
address these shortcomings by recognizing the
importance of institutions and  broader
development objectives. Nevertheless, the article
argues that neoliberalism has retained substantial
influence over global economic governance. The
Beijing Consensus also appears as an alternative
development perspective within debates over the
future of the international economic order.
Conclusion

Neoliberalism has become a dominant ideology in
the international economy by transforming the
relationship between states, markets, and global
financial institutions. Its development, rooted in
the intellectual traditions of the Mont Pelerin
Society and the Chicago School, challenged
Keynesian welfare-state policies and promoted
privatization, deregulation, trade liberalization,
and reduced direct government intervention. These
principles gradually influenced national economic
policies and reshaped the structure of international
economic governance. The International Monetary
Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade
Organization played significant roles in advancing
market-oriented reforms and expanding the
integration of national economies into the global
market. The findings demonstrate that the
Washington Consensus and structural adjustment
programs were central mechanisms through which
neoliberal policies spread internationally. By
encouraging fiscal discipline, privatization,
foreign investment, and the removal of trade
barriers, these programs sought to improve
economic efficiency and accelerate globalization.
However, their implementation frequently
generated controversy, particularly when countries
adopted reforms without sufficient institutional
capacity or consideration of domestic economic
conditions. The resulting difficulties, including
increased vulnerability, inequality, and weakened
national economic structures, raised serious
questions about the effectiveness and universality
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of the neoliberal model. Criticism from scholars
such as Joseph Stiglitz and other economists
emphasized that market liberalization alone cannot
guarantee sustainable development, social welfare,
or economic stability. These criticisms contributed
to discussions surrounding the Post-Washington
Consensus, which highlighted the importance of
institutions and more comprehensive development
strategies. The Beijing Consensus also emerged as
an alternative perspective in debates about
economic development and the international
economic order. Ultimately, this study concludes
that neoliberalism continues to exert substantial
influence over the global economy through its
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