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Being in the strategic ellipse of global energy and neighboring countries
with Iran and Russia has always increased the role and importance of
Baku in Washington's foreign policy. The purpose of writing this article
is to answer the question of how does American soft power in the
Republic of Azerbaijan affect Iran's national interests? The answer is that
the United States, using soft power tools and components in the cultural,
institutional, educational, economic and normative fields, has been able
to strengthen and consolidate its position in the Republic of Azerbaijan
over the past three decades by investing in various government,
industrial, commercial and agricultural sectors, for which, of course, it
has also adopted long-term plans. Containing and confronting Iran's
regional influence in the South Caucasus is one of the most important
reasons for its proximity to Baku. Washington officials are always trying
to impose sanctions against Iran's national interests and grant concessions
to other countries in exchange for complying with these sanctions, in a
way that affects the interactions between this country and its neighbors,
has a negative impact on the bilateral and multilateral relations between
Iran and its neighboring countries, and ultimately, with this approach,
affects Iran's position in the international system. In this research, Joseph
Nye's soft power theory will be used as a theoretical framework, and the
method of compilation will be qualitative with a descriptive and
analytical approach, and the method of collecting information will be
library and internet.
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Introduction

Soft power has become an important
instrument of foreign policy, enabling states to
influence other countries through attraction,
persuasion, culture, values, institutions, and
economic cooperation rather than coercion or
military pressure. Joseph Nye’s theory
provides a framework for examining how the
United States builds relationships and shapes
political preferences beyond its borders. In the
South Caucasus, the Republic of Azerbaijan
occupies a significant position because of its
geography, energy resources, transport routes,
and relations with neighboring states,
including Iran. Washington has sought to
strengthen ties with Baku through diplomatic
engagement, educational and cultural
exchanges, institutional cooperation, and
initiatives. Although these connections may
create opportunities for Azerbaijan, they can
also affect the overall balance of influence and
raise concerns for Tehran. This issue is
relevant to Iran’s geopolitical, economic, and
security interests, including developments
surrounding the Zangezur Corridor and
regional connectivity. This study therefore
examines the instruments of American soft
power in Azerbaijan and analyzes their
implications for Iran’s national interests and
bilateral Tehran—Baku relations.
Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-
analytical method to examine American soft
power in the Republic of Azerbaijan and its
implications for Iran’s national interests. Data
were collected through library research,
documentary analysis, academic publications,
books, and credible online sources. Drawing
on Joseph Nye’s soft power theory, the
research  analyzes  American  cultural,
educational, institutional, and economic
instruments and their influence on
Azerbaijan’s foreign relations. It also assesses
the geopolitical, economic, and security
implications for Iran, particularly concerning
the Zangezur Corridor and regional power
dynamics.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that American soft
power in the Republic of Azerbaijan operates
through diplomatic engagement, cultural
influence, educational exchanges,
institutional cooperation, economic
investment, and the promotion of political

values. These instruments help Washington
strengthen its relationship with Baku and
expand its influence in the South Caucasus
without relying exclusively on military or
coercive measures. Joseph Nye’s theoretical
framework demonstrates that attraction,
persuasion, and legitimacy can shape political
preferences and foreign policy orientations
over time. Azerbaijan’s strategic location,
energy resources, and role in regional
transportation  networks  increase  its
importance to American foreign policy. The
development of closer US—Azerbaijan
relations may consequently influence regional
power balances and the strategic environment
surrounding Iran. The analysis further
suggests that American engagement may
indirectly challenge Iran’s regional position
by strengthening Azerbaijan’s external
partnerships and expanding alternative
economic and transportation connections. The
Zangezur Corridor is particularly significant
because changes in regional connectivity
could affect Iran’s access to the South
Caucasus, border-related concerns, and
geopolitical leverage. These developments do
not necessarily produce direct confrontation;
rather, their consequences depend on political
decisions, regional cooperation, and the
evolving balance of power. Overall, the
findings highlight the importance of
monitoring US—Azerbaijan relations and
pursuing constructive diplomacy with Baku to
protect Iran’s national interests and regional
stability.

Conclusion

This study examined American soft power in
the Republic of Azerbaijan and its
implications for Iran’s national interests
through Joseph Nye’s theoretical framework.
The analysis indicates that soft power
constitutes an important instrument of
American  foreign  policy, enabling
Washington to expand its influence through
attraction, persuasion, cultural engagement,
educational exchanges, institutional
cooperation, and economic  relations.
Azerbaijan’s  strategic location, energy
resources, and position within South
Caucasian transportation networks make it
particularly significant to American regional
policy. Strengthening relations between
Washington and Baku may therefore
influence regional political dynamics and
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affect the strategic environment surrounding
Iran. The findings suggest that the
consequences of this relationship should be
assessed not only through military and
economic capabilities but also through the
gradual formation of political preferences,
partnerships, and regional alignments. From
Iran’s perspective, developments concerning
the Zangezur Corridor are especially
important because transportation connectivity
and changing regional arrangements may
affect geopolitical influence, access to
neighboring regions, and national security
considerations. Nevertheless, the expansion of
American influence in Azerbaijan does not
automatically imply direct confrontation with
Iran. Its effects depend on the policies adopted
by regional actors, the nature of bilateral
relations, and the broader political
environment in the South Caucasus.
Accordingly, Iran needs a comprehensive
approach  that  combines  diplomatic
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