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The right to form political parties is considered a crucial component of
organized political participation and a fundamental pillar of democratic
systems. By organizing social demands, cultivating political elites,
presenting governance platforms, and fostering an environment for
political competition, political parties play a pivotal role in ensuring free
and fair elections. In contemporary legal systems, the relationship
between party politics and elections serves as a key indicator for assessing
the quality of democracy and the efficacy of the political system.
However, Iran's historical experience reveals that the right to form parties
has consistently faced structural, legal, and institutional challenges,
which have in turn impacted the quality of electoral competition. This
study, titled "Challenges to the Right to Form Political Parties in the
Constitutional and Islamic Republic Eras: A Focus on Free and Fair
Elections," examines the legal and institutional developments regarding
political parties and their role in the electoral process. The primary
objective is to analyze the status of this right within Iran's legal system
and to elucidate its impact on meeting the standards for free and fair
elections. To this end, the study reviews the theoretical foundations of the
right to form parties in international human rights instruments and
examines the status of this right across two pivotal periods in Iran's
political history:
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Introduction

Political parties are essential institutions for
organized  political  participation  and
democratic governance. By articulating public
demands, developing policy programs,
selecting political candidates, and facilitating
competition, parties connect civil society with
state institutions and contribute to free and fair
elections. The right to form and join political
parties is closely associated with freedom of
association, freedom of expression, political
pluralism, and citizens’ participation in public
affairs. In Iran, however, the historical
development of party politics has been shaped
by legal, institutional, political, and cultural
challenges. During the Constitutional
Revolution, political associations and
emerging parties created new opportunities
for parliamentary participation, although
weak institutions and political instability
limited their continuity. Under the Islamic
Republic, the  Constitution formally
recognizes the freedom to establish political
parties, particularly through Article 26, while
Article 6 emphasizes the role of public votes
in administering national affairs.
Nevertheless, legal and practical obstacles
have affected the effectiveness of political
parties in electoral competition. This study
examines the right to political party
organization during the Constitutional period
and the Islamic Republic, focusing on its
relationship with free and fair elections and
considering  its  broader = geopolitical
dimensions.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical
method based on documentary and library
research. It examines  constitutional
provisions, legal documents, historical
developments, and scholarly literature
concerning the right to establish political
parties in Iran during the Constitutional period
and the Islamic Republic. The analysis
focuses on the relationship between party
rights, free and fair elections, political
participation, and relevant geopolitical
dimensions.

Results and Discussion

emerging political associations and parties
contributed to parliamentary representation
and the development of political pluralism,
although  instability and institutional
weaknesses restricted their effectiveness. In

the Islamic Republic, the Constitution
formally recognizes the freedom to establish
political parties and associations under Article
26, subject to specified legal limitations.
Article 6 also emphasizes the role of public
votes in administering national affairs,
establishing a constitutional basis for electoral
participation. Nevertheless, the existence of
legal recognition has not eliminated practical
obstacles to effective party activity. Political,
legal, institutional, and cultural factors
continue to influence parties’ ability to
organize, compete, represent citizens, and
contribute to free and fair elections. The
findings  further highlight the close
relationship between political pluralism,
freedom of association, and meaningful
electoral competition. From a geopolitical
perspective, party organization and electoral
processes should also be considered in
relation to the broader political environment.
Overall, the study suggests that constitutional
guarantees alone are insufficient unless
supported by effective implementation,
stronger institutions, and conditions that
enable political parties to operate and
participate fairly in electoral processes.
Conclusion

The The findings of this study demonstrate
that the right to establish political parties is an
essential component of political participation,
democratic governance, and free and fair
elections in Iran. Historical developments
during the Constitutional period created
opportunities for political associations and
parliamentary participation, but instability
and institutional weaknesses limited the
continuity and effectiveness of party
activities. In  the Islamic  Republic,
constitutional provisions, particularly Articles
26 and 6, recognize the importance of political
associations and public participation in
administering national affairs. However, the
formal recognition of these rights does not
necessarily guarantee effective political
competition or equal opportunities for all
parties. The study concludes that the
realization of political party rights requires
more than constitutional and legal
recognition. Effective implementation of
relevant laws, institutional development, and
the reduction of political, legal, and cultural
obstacles are necessary to strengthen party
activities. Political parties must be able to
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organize, articulate citizens’ demands, present
political programs, nominate candidates, and
participate in elections under fair and
transparent conditions. Such conditions can
improve public confidence, strengthen
political representation, and enhance the
legitimacy of electoral outcomes.
Furthermore, the relationship between party
rights and free and fair elections should be
understood within Iran’s broader political and
geopolitical context. Political participation
and electoral competition are influenced by
institutional arrangements and the wider
environment in which political actors operate.
Therefore, examining party rights requires
attention to both domestic legal frameworks
and the broader political circumstances
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