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opportunities for local businesses and influence the economic behavior of local
merchants. This study aims to examine the economic opportunities arising from
tourism and their impact on the economic behavior of merchants in Fuman
County. Using a qualitative approach, data were collected through interviews
and analyzed using thematic analysis. The findings show that tourism has
contributed to the growth of local businesses, changes in employment and
livelihood patterns, job creation, expansion of service activities, and increased
marketing of local products. At the same time, several economic challenges
were identified, including seasonal fluctuations in income, rising land prices,
inadequate institutional support, and infrastructure deficiencies. The results
indicate that tourism has a significant role in creating economic opportunities
for local merchants and strengthening their economic activities. However, the
development of tourism may also produce social, cultural, and environmental
consequences that require careful management. Therefore, sustainable use of
tourism potential in Fuman requires strengthening support for local businesses,
improving infrastructure, diversifying economic activities, and adopting
effective and integrated tourism planning.
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Introduction

The arrival of a newcomer as a tourist can
exert multifaceted impacts on the social ties
and the cultural and socio-structural fabric of
the destination, initiating a transformation
within the city or village that is both gradual
and multidimensional. Typically undertaken
for leisure and recreational purposes, the
tourist's journey influences a wide range of
areas—including leisure activities,
geographical  perspectives, consumption
patterns, the economy, transportation,
cuisine, sanitation, handicrafts, commerce,
family-run businesses, and even housing
arrangements in tourist regions.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research
approach. This approach is utilized to gain
insight, achieve a deep understanding,
interpret meanings, and uncover hidden
patterns within phenomena through the use
of non-quantitative data. Rather than
focusing on quantitative measurement, this
type of research centers on the processes of
meaning and human experience. Given the
nature and significance of the subject of
tourism, a qualitative research method was
adopted for this study.

Results and Discussion

From an economic perspective, the study's
most significant finding is the gradual
transformation of the local economy and
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