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one hand, protecting intellectual property in areas such as works of art,
cultural heritage, trademarks, creative products and tourism content plays
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legal conflicts Accordingly, developing coordinated regulations between intellectual
cultural heritage and property, citizen rights, and urban tourism management can, while
environmental ensuring the rights of creators and beneficiaries, provide citizens with fair
protection access to the city's cultural and tourism capacities,
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Introduction

Urban tourism is recognized as a driver of
economic growth, social interaction, and
cultural vitality in cities. However, its
expansion can generate tensions between
intellectual property rights and citizens’
rights, particularly when cultural heritage,
artistic works, trademarks, and tourism-
related content are commercially protected.
Although intellectual property protection
encourages creativity, innovation, and
investment, excessive restrictions may limit
residents’ access to public spaces, cultural
resources, and information. Conversely,
unrestricted public use can undermine
creators’ interests and weaken incentives to
preserve cultural assets. These tensions
become more complex when environmental
protection is considered, since intensive
tourism may increase pollution, waste,
resource consumption, and pressure on
historical and natural sites, thereby affecting
residents’ quality of life. Accordingly, tourism
development requires a balanced legal and
policy approach that safeguards creators’
rights while ensuring equitable access,
cultural participation, and environmental
sustainability. This study examines the
dimensions and manifestations of these
conflicts and seeks to identify mechanisms for
balancing the competing interests of creators,
citizens, local communities, and tourism
stakeholders.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach based on documentary and library
research. Data were collected through
reviewing relevant books, scholarly articles,
legal documents, international conventions,
and domestic and comparative legal
frameworks. The collected materials were
analyzed qualitatively to identify the
dimensions and practical manifestations of
conflicts between intellectual property rights,
citizenship  rights, and environmental
protection in urban tourism, and to develop
appropriate balancing strategies.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that urban tourism
development creates significant tensions
between the exclusive interests of intellectual
property holders and citizens’ rights to access

cultural resources, public spaces, and
information. Protecting artistic works, cultural
heritage, trademarks, and creative products
encourages innovation and investment;
nevertheless, excessive restrictions can limit
public participation in cultural life and
weaken citizens’ connection with their shared
heritage. The analysis also identifies legal and
institutional weaknesses, including unclear
exceptions for fair use, inadequate regulation
of digital exploitation, and fragmented
responsibilities among relevant organizations.
Environmental pressures, such as pollution,
waste  generation, excessive  resource
consumption, and damage to historical and
natural sites, further complicate these
conflicts. Achieving balance therefore
requires a public-interest approach, clear legal
boundaries for noncommercial, educational,
and cultural uses, effective licensing
mechanisms, and stronger protection of local
knowledge and cultural heritage. The findings
also emphasize the importance of community
participation in tourism planning and
decision-making. Comparative experiences,
including participatory licensing practices in
Kyoto, indicate that dialogue with local
communities can preserve the authenticity of
cultural works while facilitating public access.
Overall, coordinated legal, institutional,
cultural, and environmental measures can
promote fairer benefit distribution and
sustainable urban tourism development.

Conclusion

This study examined the tension between
intellectual property rights and citizenship
rights in urban tourism development, with
particular  attention to  environmental
protection. The findings indicate that the
growing role of culture and art in attracting
visitors and stimulating urban economies has
increased the importance of protecting artistic
works, cultural heritage, trademarks, creative
products, and tourism content. Nevertheless,
excessive emphasis on exclusive ownership
may restrict citizens’ access to cultural
resources and public information, limit
cultural participation, and weaken their
connection with shared heritage. Such
restrictions can generate social dissatisfaction
and feelings of exclusion. The analysis also
highlights legal and institutional weaknesses,
including unclear provisions for fair use,
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limited regulation of digital exploitation, and
fragmented responsibilities among relevant
authorities. These shortcomings make it
difficult to reconcile creators’ interests with
the public interest and citizens’ right to enjoy
cultural resources. Environmental concerns
add another dimension: tourism-related
pollution, waste, resource consumption, and
pressure on historical and natural sites
threaten environmental quality and residents’
well-being. Accordingly, sustainable urban
tourism requires an integrated approach rather
than prioritizing one right over others. Key
measures include wupdating intellectual
property legislation, defining exceptions for
noncommercial, educational, and public-
interest uses, strengthening transparent
licensing and fair-use mechanisms, protecting
local and indigenous knowledge, and
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