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This research aims to analyze the relationship between the Boyer
Ahmad tribe and Iran's national security during the period 1978-
1979. The necessity of this study is that despite structural changes
in the tribal system, the cultural and identity ties of these regions
continue to affect national cohesion and the recognition of the
country's vulnerability to foreign threats. The main issue of the
research is to explain the conflict between the "central narrative"
(the tribe's threat perception) and the "peripheral reality" (the tribe's
defense of its lifeworld). The research method is descriptive-
analytical with a political sociology approach and a structuralist
theoretical framework that uses the "Alaklang Qadr" model to
qualitatively analyze historical sources. The research hypothesis is
that, contrary to the official narrative of the Qajar and Pahlavi
governments, the Boyer Ahmad tribe, although at times the source
of local insecurity, has ultimately remained committed to Iran's
national security and territorial integrity. The research findings
show that the tribe's military confrontations with the central
government were not due to divergence or separatism, but rather a
rational reaction to restore balance to the balance of power and
protect identity against authoritarian modernization. Historical
evidence testifies that the Boyer Ahmad tribe distinguished
between "anti-state" and "de-nationalism" and has always moved
on the path of patriotism. Finally, the failure of the forced
integration model during the Pahlavi period led to a change in the
base of power from the "llkhani" institution
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Introduction

A constitution occupies a central position in
every legal system, defining institutional
arrangements, rules of governance, the powers
of authorities, and the relationship between
the state and political society. Constitutional
revision is essential because it allows the legal
framework to respond to political, social, and
economic transformations and address
institutional deficiencies. However, revision
is not merely a legal mechanism; it is an arena
in which popular will, political power,
democratic principles, and the continuity of
government intersect. Iran’s Constitutional
Revolution established the principles of the
rule of law and the limitation of power
through a written constitution, although the
1906 Constitution lacked a clear revision
procedure. The Constitution of the Islamic
Republic, adopted in 1979, introduced a new
framework, while Article 177, added in 1989,
specified the process for constitutional
revision. This framework has raised questions
about public participation, the authority of
unelected institutions, and the balance
between constitutional stability and change.
This study compares the two periods to
examine how revision structures affect
popular sovereignty and explores the
structural  obstacles to people-centered
constitutional reform in Iran.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach and a
comparative-analytical method. Data were
collected through library and documentary
research, including the Constitutional Era
Constitution, the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Revising Council’s
deliberations, and relevant legal literature.
Legal-institutional and comparative analyses
examined revision procedures, institutional
composition, presidential roles, unalterable
principles, and public participation.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the relationship
between the Boyer-Ahmad tribe and Iran’s
national security from 1285 to 1357 cannot be
explained simply as conflict between a
rebellious periphery and a threatened state.
Through the power-seesaw model, the tribe’s
political and military actions appear as efforts
to restore balance when centralization, forced

settlement, disarmament, and coercive
modernization undermined local autonomy
and identity. During the late Qajar period, the
tribe alternated between cooperation and
military independence, sometimes providing
security where the central government was
weak. Under Reza Shah, resistance, including
the 1309 Tang-e Tameradi conflict, reflected
the defense of tribal livelihood and identity
rather than separatism. After 1320, changing
alliances and internal divisions reshaped this
balance. The 1342 Gajestan uprising and
subsequent establishment of the General
Governorship of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad demonstrated local agency and the
state’s administrative response. The findings
also identify a gradual shift in leadership:
local figures and khans gave way to religious
authority, particularly Ayatollah Malek-
Hosseini, whose legitimacy connected tribal
demands with the revolutionary movement.
Overall, the evidence indicates that opposition
to central policies did not mean rejection of
Iran’s territorial integrity.

Conclusion

This study examined the relationship between
the Boyer-Ahmad tribe and Iran’s national
security from 1285 to 1357, demonstrating
that the tribe’s conduct should not be
interpreted as separatism or permanent
opposition to the state. The findings support
the central hypothesis that, despite episodes of
local insecurity, the tribe remained committed
to Iran’s national security and territorial
integrity. Through the power-seesaw model,
its military and political confrontations are
understood as rational responses to coercive
centralization, forced settlement, and policies
that threatened its livelihood, autonomy, and
collective identity. The evidence also
highlights the importance of distinguishing
opposition to a government from rejection of
the country itself. Boyer-Ahmad resistance to
central authorities did mnot necessarily
challenge Iran’s national existence; rather, it
sought to preserve the tribe’s position within
the country’s political geography. The study
further concludes that official labels such as
“rebellious” and “outlaw” obscured the tribe’s
livelihood-based and identity-based reasoning
and prevented recognition of its potential
contribution to national security. Under the
Pahlavi state, the balance of power passed
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through military confrontation, political re-
emergence after 1320, and subsequent
bureaucratic integration. Although these
policies weakened traditional tribal leadership
and military capacity, they did not eliminate
identity-based energies. By 1357, religious
authority, particularly Ayatollah Malek-
Hosseini, provided a new point of connection
between the periphery and the national
revolutionary movement. The tribe’s
participation in the Islamic Revolution
therefore represented a national political
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