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The main concern of this article is to find the answer to the question of
how the resistance economy, from the perspective of the history of
economic thought and political economy, relates to the evolution of
protectionism, from the trade policies of England in the era of Edward III
to industrial policy and contemporary economic nationalism. The
research is of a fundamental and qualitative nature and has been
conducted using a historical-comparative method and a “structured and
focused comparison”. Evidence has been collected from primary
historical and political sources, classical works, peer-reviewed research
and authoritative international reports and compared based on seven axes
including policy objective, means of support, role of the state, type of
relationship with foreign trade, target industries, security/resilience logic
and time condition of support. The findings show that there is a family
resemblance and continuity in the set of policy tools and logics between
the resistance economy and the historical tradition of supporting domestic
production capacity; however, one cannot speak of a direct and linear
descent. The experience of late medieval England, the Hamiltonian and
Frederickist formulation, the developmentalist states of East Asia, and the
new wave of industrial policy after 2020 all show that effective support
is most compatible with development when it is targeted, conditional,
measurable, and accompanied by productivity enhancement and selective
linkage to the global economy. The research concludes that the economy
of resistance can be seen as an indigenous and multidimensional reading
of a long tradition of industrial policy.
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Introduction

The renewed prominence of industrial policy
in global political economy has become a
defining feature of economic policymaking in
the 2020s. Financial crises, the COVID-19
pandemic, supply-chain disruptions,
geopolitical competition, and the green
transition have encouraged governments to
reconsider intervention through tariffs,
subsidies, targeted credit, public procurement,
export controls, and support for strategic
technologies. These developments have
renewed debates about economic
protectionism, national production, and the
relationship between state authority and
international trade. Within this context, Iran’s
resistance economy provides a framework for
strengthening domestic productive capacity,
reducing  harmful  dependencies, and
improving  resilience  against  external
pressures. Nevertheless, its relationship with
the historical tradition of protectionism
remains insufficiently clarified. Examining
this relationship requires distinguishing
similarities in policy instruments from claims
of direct intellectual descent. From Edward
III’s commercial measures in fourteenth-
century England to contemporary industrial
strategies and economic  nationalism,
governments have pursued different forms of
productive  protection under changing
historical conditions. This study therefore
situates the resistance economy within that
broader historical and conceptual trajectory.

Methodology

This  fundamental qualitative research
employs a historical-comparative approach
and a structured, focused comparison method.
Evidence was collected from primary
historical and policy sources, classical works,
peer-reviewed studies, and authoritative
international reports. The cases were
examined across seven dimensions: policy
objectives, protection instruments, state roles,
trade relations, target industries, security and
resilience rationales, and the temporal
conditions governing protection.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal historical continuity in
state policies designed to strengthen domestic
productive capacity, but do not establish a
direct intellectual lineage from Edward III to

contemporary Iran. Edward III’s measures
involved regulating the wool trade and
attracting skilled workers. Mercantilism later
connected national wealth and power with
strategic protection, while Hamilton and List
articulated  arguments  for  industrial
independence, infant industries, and
productive  development.  East  Asian
experiences added state capacity, export
discipline, and learning through competition.
Contemporary industrial policies integrate
economic security, supply-chain resilience,
and strategic technologies through subsidies,
targeted finance, procurement, and export
controls. The comparison indicates that the
resistance economy shares a family
resemblance with this tradition through its
emphasis on domestic production, strategic
sectors, reducing harmful dependencies, and
an active state. However, it differs from
classical mercantilism by emphasizing
knowledge-based production, productivity,
competitiveness, exports, and external
engagement alongside domestic capacity. The
findings challenge the opposition between
free trade and protectionism: effective
approaches often combine selective support
with  competition  and  international
connections. Accordingly, the resistance
economy is best understood as a synthesis of
capacity-building, independence, learning and
exports, and security and resilience.

Conclusion

This study examined the historical position of
the resistance economy within the evolution
of economic protectionism, from fourteenth-
century England under Edward III to
contemporary industrial policy and economic
nationalism. The findings indicate that
governments have used instruments to
strengthen productive capacity, develop
strategic industries, and address
vulnerabilities in supply and trade. Although
these practices reveal continuity in policy
rationales, they do not demonstrate a direct or
linear intellectual lineage. Edward III’s
measures, mercantilist policies, the arguments
of Hamilton and List, East Asian
developmental experiences, and security-
oriented industrial strategies emerged from
distinct historical settings. The resistance
economy is therefore related to, but not
identical ~ with, these traditions. Its
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distinguishing features include combining
domestic capacity-building with external
engagement, export development,
productivity, knowledge-based production,
and public participation. Consequently,
equating it with mercantilism, protectionism,
or autarky would oversimplify its foundations.
The comparison shows that the opposition
between free trade and protectionism is
insufficient for evaluating development
strategies. Effective approaches tend to
combine selective support with competition,
learning, and international  economic
connections. For the resistance economy,
economic independence should mean
managing asymmetric and  high-risk
dependencies rather than eliminating all
external relationships. Policy support is most
defensible when it is selective, transparent,
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