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Iranian architecture during the Safavid period underwent significant
transformations in spatial organization, geometry, hierarchy, and
aesthetic qualities, coinciding with the emergence of a new political-
religious structure and the expansion of intellectual and philosophical
currents. Among these, Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-
Muta‘aliyah), developed by Mulla Sadra, emphasized concepts such as
existence, the gradation of being (tashkik al-wujud), unity and
multiplicity, substantial motion, and the hierarchical order of existence.
These concepts provide a theoretical framework for examining the
relationship between philosophical thought and architectural space. This
study aims to explain the relationship between Transcendent Philosophy
and the spatial organization of Iranian architecture from the Safavid to
the Qajar periods by examining the reflection, continuity, transformation,
and reinterpretation of related principles. Adopting a qualitative
approach, the research employs historical, discourse, and comparative
analysis within a conceptual framework connecting “thought, society,
and space.” The findings indicate that the relationship between
Transcendent Philosophy and architecture cannot be reduced to a direct
translation of philosophical concepts into architectural forms. Rather, it
emerged through the interaction of intellectual systems, socio-historical
conditions, architectural traditions, and societal needs. In Safavid
architecture, principles such as centrality, spatial hierarchy, geometric
order, proportion, integration of part and whole, and spatial sequence can
be interpreted through certain concepts of Transcendent Philosophy.
Architectural transformations from the Safavid to the Qajar period
demonstrate “dynamic continuity,” whereby these principles were
reinterpreted in response to changing political, social, urban, and cultural
contexts. Thus, continuity appears primarily through the persistence and
reinterpretation of semantic, spatial, and aesthetic logics.
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Introduction

Architectural history is shaped not only by
changes in forms and styles but also by the
social, cultural, political, and intellectual
contexts in which spaces emerge.
Understanding this history requires examining
the relationship between thought, society, and
space. Although previous studies have
addressed connections between Islamic
philosophy and Iranian architecture, the
historical reflection of Sadrian philosophy in
spatial organization, across the Safavid and
Qajar  periods, remains insufficiently
explained. The Safavid era is significant
because  philosophical, mystical, and
intellectual currents converged within the
Isfahan School, bringing earlier wisdom
traditions into dialogue and shaping
understandings of humanity, the world, and
the sacred. Architecture and urban space can
be viewed as settings where ideas acquire
spatial expression and become part of lived
experience. This study investigates how
Sadrian  concepts  illuminate  Safavid
architectural organization and how principles
continued, changed, or were reinterpreted
during the Qajar period. Connecting
intellectual, social, and spatial dimensions, it
seeks to move beyond formal descriptions and
provide a historical interpretation of Iranian
architectural transformation.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, historical-
comparative approach to examine the
relationship between Sadrian philosophy and
Iranian architecture. It combines discourse
analysis, historical analysis, assessment of
socio-cultural conditions, and examination of
the spatial organization and physical
characteristics of selected buildings. First, key
Sadrian philosophical concepts are identified;
subsequently, Safavid and Qajar contexts and
architectural features are comparatively
analyzed, focusing on spatial relations and
hierarchy.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that Sadrian philosophy
should not be understood as a direct source of
Safavid architectural forms. Rather, its
concepts provide an interpretive framework
for examining correspondences between
philosophical thought and spatial

organization. Features such as geometric
order, proportion, centrality, hierarchy,
continuity between parts and whole, and
gradual movement through space can be
interpreted in relation to concepts including
unity in multiplicity, levels of existence, and
motion. These concepts help explain spatial
relationships and  experience  without
assigning a fixed form to each philosophical
principle. Safavid architecture emerged
through interactions among intellectual
currents, religious structures, governmental
policies, = economic  changes,  urban
development, institutions, and social needs. In
the Qajar period, the relocation of the political
center to Tehran, changing social and cultural
conditions, urban  requirements, and
engagement with Europe transformed
architectural expression. Traditional spatial
patterns persisted, but their scale, functions,
urban relationships, and forms of expression
were reinterpreted. Consequently, the
relationship between Sadrian thought and
Iranian architecture is best described as
dynamic continuity: not the unchanged
survival of forms, but the persistence and
reinterpretation of semantic, spatial, and
aesthetic principles under distinct historical
conditions.

Conclusion

This study examined the relationship between
Sadrian philosophy and the development of
Iranian architecture from the Safavid to the
Qajar period, focusing on the continuity,
transformation, and reinterpretation of related
principles. The findings show that this
relationship cannot be explained through
direct, one-to-one correspondences between
philosophical concepts and architectural
forms. Architecture emerges through the
interaction of intellectual traditions, social and
cultural conditions, political structures,
functional requirements, and established
building practices. Accordingly, Sadrian
philosophy is best understood as part of the
broader intellectual and cultural context that
informed the perception, meaning, and
organization of space. During the Safavid
period, the establishment of the state, the
recognition of Shiism, the expansion of
religious and scholarly institutions, and the
development of the Isfahan School created
conditions for interaction among
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philosophical, mystical, religious, and artistic
currents. Spatial characteristics such as
geometric order, proportion, centrality,
hierarchy, continuity between parts and
whole, and gradual movement through space
can be interpreted through Sadrian concepts,
including unity in multiplicity, levels of
existence, and motion. These concepts offer
an interpretive framework for understanding
spatial relationships and experience rather
than fixed prescriptions for architectural form.
The Qajar period demonstrates that this
intellectual and  architectural  heritage
continued under  different historical
circumstances. The transfer of the political
center to Tehran, changing social and cultural
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