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The role of the universities in city sustainable development and
changing the context around the university is a fundamental role.
This role helps the city managers and also the head of the
university to plan better programs in developing both city and the
university itself. This research is based on assessing the role of the
Islamic Azad University East Tehran branch on sustainable
development of the surrounding areas. This research is done with
survey method in 2025. Some questionnaire are prepared in order
to find out the impact of the university in sustainable development
of the city. Statistical society of this research is about 7000
people.312 samples out of this 7000 are questioned. In order to
test the Hypothesizes, One Sample t-Test is used. Friedman test is
used to classify the results. With the aid of the results of the
research, the role of the Islamic Azad University East Tehran
branch on sustainable development of the surrounding areas is
verified. Research results found out that physical development is
the most important factor of sustainable development in the city of
Qiamdasht. Economic development and Social development are
next in rank. The least factor found in this research was Cultural
development.
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Introduction

Universities contribute to urban development
not only through education but also through
their presence and interactions with
surrounding communities. Their
establishment can reshape social, economic,
cultural, and spatial relations by attracting
students and employees, increasing mobility,
influencing population distribution, and
changing land wuse, density, and the
expansion of nearby areas. These
transformations may create opportunities
while also generating challenges such as
traffic congestion, air pollution, and pressure
on local resources. Such effects are
particularly significant around metropolitan
areas, where high living costs and migration
encourage population growth in peripheral
and satellite settlements. Tehran and its
surrounding towns illustrate this pattern.
Establishing university campuses in these
areas can support regional development,
distribute educational opportunities more
evenly, and reduce journeys toward the
metropolitan core. Islamic Azad University
has expanded its branches in suburban
locations. Against this background, this study
examines the role of Islamic Azad
University, East Tehran Branch, in the
sustainable development of Qiamdasht,
focusing on its influence across economic,
social, cultural, and physical-environmental
dimensions.

Methodology

This applied research was conducted in 2025
using a survey method. The statistical
population consisted of approximately 7,000
individuals in Qiamdasht, from whom 312
respondents were selected through simple
random sampling. Data were collected using
a researcher-developed questionnaire
covering economic, social, cultural, and
physical-environmental dimensions.
Hypotheses were tested using the one-sample
t-test, while the Friedman test ranked the
research dimensions.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that Islamic Azad
University, East Tehran Branch, plays a
positive role in the sustainable development
of Qiamdasht. The mean score was 109.27,
exceeding the benchmark value of 100; the

one-sample t-test confirmed that this
difference was statistically significant (t =
10.07, df =311, p < 0.001). Accordingly, the
hypothesis  was  supported, reflecting
respondents’ positive assessment of the
university’s notable contribution. The results
also supported the four dimensions
examined. Physical-environmental
development recorded a mean of 29.48,
economic  development 27.46, social
development 26.65, and cultural
development 25.68, each above the reference
value of 25. The corresponding t-test results
indicated statistically significant differences
for all dimensions. The Friedman test further
demonstrated that the dimensions did not
have equal priority. Physical-environmental
development ranked first, followed by
economic development, social development,
and cultural development. Thus, respondents
perceived  the  university’s  strongest
contribution in  the  physical and
environmental  transformation of  the
surrounding area, while its cultural
contribution, although positive, was weaker.
Overall, the findings confirm a perceived
association between the university and
sustainable development in Qiamdasht;
however, the survey results alone do not
establish a causal effect.

Conclusion

Universities play an important role in
sustainable urban development, extending
beyond their educational responsibilities to
influence the economic, social, cultural, and
physical-environmental conditions of
surrounding areas. Their establishment and
continued activities can transform urban
structures, attract students and academic
staff, stimulate population movement, and
create new  opportunities for local
development. Accordingly, examining the
effects of university institutions on
neighboring urban areas is essential for
effective urban management and regional
planning. This study investigated the role of
Islamic Azad University, East Tehran
Branch, in the sustainable development of
Qiamdasht. The findings confirmed a
positive assessment of the university’s
contribution to the city’s sustainable
development. The overall mean score of
109.27 was significantly higher than the
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reference value of 100, supporting the main
research  hypothesis. The analysis of
individual dimensions also demonstrated
positive and statistically significant results.
Among  these dimensions, physical-
environmental development ranked first,
followed by economic, social, and cultural
development. This ranking indicates that the
university’s most visible contribution,
according to respondents, concerns changes
in the physical and environmental structure
of the surrounding urban area. Its economic
and social effects were also considerable,
while cultural development received the
lowest ranking, despite its positive
evaluation. These findings suggest that the
university has become an influential
institution in the development process of
Qiamdasht. Nevertheless, its expansion and
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