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The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), introduced by China in 2013,
aims to enhance trade infrastructure and regional cooperation. In
Kazakhstan, as one of the key countries in this initiative, it plays a
pivotal role in the implementation of transit and economic projects.
This article examines the political, economic, and cultural impacts
of China's BRI on Kazakhstan during the period 2014-2024, and
seeks to answer the question of how the initiative has transformed
the nature of economic interdependence between Kazakhstan and
China, and to what extent this economic transformation has led to
an increase in China's political influence or has been constrained
by Kazakhstan's balancing strategy. The hypothesis of the article is
that while the BRI has significantly strengthened economic ties and
created deep interdependence, it has not resulted in full political
domination by China, largely due to Kazakhstan's adoption of an
active balancing strategy—although this cooperation has brought

Ii;zgfl\:[v :rl;gs}ioa d vulnerabilities for Kazakhstan in areas such as finance, technology,
Initiative and cybersecurity. The study employs a descriptive-explanatory
Economic method, utilizing data, document review, and content analysis of
Interdependence official sources, international reports, and statistics from the World
Kazakhstan Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and regional institutions.
China

Political Dependence

How to cite: Rasooli, G. M. & Karimi, G. (2026). The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on China—
Kazakhstan Relations (2014-2024): Economic and Political Interdependence. Geography and Regional
Planning, 16(4), 525-542. https://doi.org/10.22034/jge0q.2026.600494.4535

jo o

© Author(s) retain the copyright and full publishing rights
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/jge0q.2026.600494.4535

Publisher: Qeshm Institute of Higher Education


mailto:ghkarimi@khu.ac.ir?subject=ghkarimi@khu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jgeoq.2025.415761.4064
mailto:https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?subject=https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Geography and Regional Planning, Vol 16. Issue 4, 2026

526

Introduction

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched
by China in 2013, has reshaped relations
across Central Asia. Kazakhstan holds a
strategic position because its geography
connects China with European markets. Since
2014, cooperation between the two countries
has expanded in trade, energy, transportation,
infrastructure, investment, and technology,
strengthening economic interdependence and
Kazakhstan’s role in regional transit
networks. However, closer cooperation has
raised  concerns about  asymmetric
dependence, China’s political influence, and
Kazakhstan’s national autonomy. The
relationship therefore offers opportunities for
development while creating vulnerabilities in
finance, technology, and cybersecurity.
Kazakhstan has sought to manage these
pressures through a multi-vector foreign
policy, maintaining cooperation with China
while balancing relations with Russia and
Western powers. Against this background,
this study examines the political, economic,
and cultural effects of the BRI on China—
Kazakhstan relations from 2014 to 2024. It
investigates the development of economic
interdependence and whether it has increased
China’s political influence or remained
constrained by Kazakhstan’s balancing
strategy and independent national decision-
making autonomy in regional affairs.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-explanatory
approach and wuses qualitative research
methods. Data were collected from primary
sources, including official Chinese and
Kazakh documents and reports from the
World Bank, International Monetary Fund,
and Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, as
well as secondary academic sources.
Qualitative content analysis and thematic
categorization were applied to examine
developments between 2014 and 2024.

Results and Discussion

The findings show that the Belt and Road
Initiative deepened economic
interdependence  between  China  and
Kazakhstan from 2014 to 2024. Investment in
infrastructure and energy projects
strengthened cooperation, while transport
development enhanced Kazakhstan’s role as a

corridor connecting China with European
markets. These developments contributed to a
more than twofold increase in trade and
expanded cooperation in  investment,
technology, and regional connectivity.
However, growing economic ties have not
produced complete Chinese  political
dominance. Kazakhstan has preserved
political autonomy through a multi-vector
foreign policy, balancing relations with China,
Russia, and Western countries. This approach
has allowed the country to benefit from
Chinese investment while retaining space for
independent decision-making. The analysis
also identifies vulnerabilities associated with
cooperation, including asymmetric economic
dependence, financial exposure, technological
reliance, and cybersecurity concerns. These
risks could limit Kazakhstan’s long-term
policy flexibility if dependence becomes
increasingly concentrated. The findings
indicate that the BRI’s influence reflects an
interaction between economic opportunities
and geopolitical balancing, rather than a one-
directional expansion of Chinese control.
Overall, the initiative has strengthened
economic relations, while Kazakhstan’s
diplomatic flexibility has constrained the
transformation of interdependence into
political subordination.

Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that the
Belt and Road Initiative has transformed
China—Kazakhstan relations between 2014
and 2024 by expanding trade, infrastructure,
investment, and energy  cooperation.
Kazakhstan’s position has strengthened its
importance as a transit corridor linking China
with European markets. The growth of trade,
which more than doubled during the period,
illustrates the depth of the economic
interdependence  created  through the
initiative. Nevertheless, stronger economic
ties have not translated into complete Chinese
political dominance. Kazakhstan has retained
political autonomy by pursuing a multi-vector
foreign policy and balancing its relations with
China, Russia, Europe, and other international
actors. This strategy has enabled the country
to benefit from Chinese capital and
development projects while preserving room
for independent decisions. At the same time,
the expansion of cooperation has generated
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vulnerabilities. =~ Asymmetric  economic
dependence, financial exposure, technological
reliance, cybersecurity risks, and social
concerns may affect Kazakhstan’s interests
and its capacity to make autonomous policy
choices. Therefore, the BRI should not be
understood as an instrument of economic
development or as a mechanism of political
control. Its consequences emerge from the
interaction between China’s expanding
economic presence and Kazakhstan’s efforts
to manage pressures. The study’s hypothesis
is consequently supported: the initiative has
deepened economic interdependence without
producing full political subordination, largely
because Kazakhstan has maintained a
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