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Paying attention to new economic approaches can play an effective role
in development, including the social and cultural capacities of cities.
Social and cultural capacities can play a fundamental role in the
relationship between the creative city and the city's economic
development. Objective: To determine the role of social and cultural
capacities of urban creativity in the economic development of Rasht and
to determine which components of social and cultural capacities had the
greatest impact on economic development. Research Method: In terms of
purpose, it was applied and in terms of nature, it was a survey type. The
data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire and data were
obtained from a population of 383 households in Rasht using multi-stage
cluster sampling. Data analysis was performed using descriptive and
inferential statistical methods and structural equation modeling. Results:
The results showed that social and cultural capacities of urban creativity
have an effect on the economic development of Rasht, and the most
important influential dimension is social capital. The model of socio-
cultural capacities of urban creativity in Rasht is based on food culture,
but their full exploitation requires creative urban planning and
management, and transforming these capacities into economic and
creative results requires strengthening cultural infrastructure, cooperation
networks, and supportive policies.
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Introduction

Urban economic development increasingly
depends on recognizing and utilizing social
and cultural capacities alongside physical and
financial resources. The creative city
approach emphasizes the role of cultural
identity, social capital, public participation,
local knowledge, and cultural activities in
strengthening urban economies. These
capacities can create opportunities for
innovation, improve social interactions,
enhance the attractiveness of urban spaces,
and support local economic dynamism. Rasht,
with its distinctive cultural heritage, food
identity, hospitality traditions, and recognition
as a UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy,
possesses considerable potential to benefit
from this approach. However, realizing these
opportunities requires a clear understanding of
how its social and cultural capacities
contribute to economic  development.
Although previous studies have examined
creative cities, social capital, and cultural
resources, limited research has directly
investigated their combined influence on
Rasht’s economy. This study therefore
examines the role of social-cultural capacities
of wurban creativity in the economic
development of Rasht, focusing on food
identity and heritage, social capital and public
participation, indigenous food knowledge and
skills, hospitality culture and social
interactions, and cultural-food events and
activities.

Methodology

This study employed a descriptive, analytical,
and explanatory survey design. The
population comprised Rasht residents over 18.
Based on the 2016 statistical yearbook,
Cochran’s formula determined a sample of
383 respondents. Data were collected using a
researcher-developed questionnaire, whose
validity and reliability were assessed,
alongside documents and observations.
Multistage cluster sampling was applied. Data
were analyzed using SPSS and structural
equation modeling (SEM).

Results and Discussion

The findings revealed positive, strong, and
statistically significant relationships between
all dimensions of wurban social-cultural
capacities and economic development in

Rasht. Pearson correlation analysis showed
that overall social-cultural capacity had the
strongest  association  with  economic
development (r = 0.812). Among individual
dimensions, social capital and public
participation recorded the highest correlation
(r = 0.734), followed by food identity and
heritage (r = 0.729), hospitality culture and
social interactions (r = 0.721), cultural-food
events and activities (r = 0.705), and
indigenous food knowledge and skills (r =
0.678). All relationships were statistically
significant at the 0.001 level. The results also
indicated that communication networks and
public participation were important factors in
the city’s economic development. Rasht’s
designation as a UNESCO Creative City of
Gastronomy was associated with new
economic opportunities and an economic
geography through city branding. These
findings support the proposition that urban
creativity is shaped not merely by individual
talent, but also by the distribution and
accumulation of social and cultural resources.
Overall, the results emphasize the
contribution of social interaction,
participation, cultural identity, and local
capacities to  strengthening economic
development in Rasht.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that social-cultural
capacities of urban creativity play a
significant role in Rasht’s economic
development. Positive and strong
relationships across all examined dimensions
indicate that economic progress is connected
not only with physical and financial resources,
but also with cultural identity, social
relationships, participation, and local
knowledge. Social capital and public
participation showed the strongest association
with economic development, highlighting the
importance of communication networks,
collective action, and citizens’ involvement in
urban affairs. Strengthening trust,
cooperation, and participation can therefore
support local economic dynamism. Food
identity and heritage, hospitality culture,
indigenous food knowledge and skills, and
cultural-food events also showed meaningful
relationships with economic development.
These capacities can reinforce Rasht’s
distinctiveness, support its creative-city
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brand, and provide a foundation for food
tourism, cultural entrepreneurship, and
creative activities. The findings are consistent
with theoretical perspectives that regard
creativity as a product of social interaction and
the accumulation of social, cultural, and
economic capital, rather than merely an
individual attribute. They also support the
view that everyday interactions and
communication networks contribute to urban
creativity. Rasht’s recognition as a UNESCO
Creative City of Gastronomy offers an
opportunity to translate cultural assets into
economic value through branding and
coordinated local initiatives. Accordingly,
urban planning and management should move
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